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Mill Lake Outdoor Center Dining Hall, in mothballs for years, will once again be filled
with the excited voices of people who have comel&arn about and enjoy the outdoors.

Ryan Newman driver of the #12 Penske The first Racing for Wildlife conser- Every state has prepared a SWAP which
Racing Alltel Dodge in the NASCAR vation project is the restoration of identifies the state’s priority areas for habitat
Nextel Cup Series, loves being outsideMichigan's Mill Lake Youth Camp. in protection and education. Together, these
whether he’s behind the wheel in a racghe 20,000-acre Waterloo Recreatiorplans create a national blueprint for wildlife

or fishing off a dock. Ryan has teamedArea. The historic camp was built by conservation across the country.

with The Conservation Fund — one ofthe Works Progress Administration in
America's top-rated land protection or-the 1930s

ganizations - to launch Racing for Wild- it ated on scenic Mill Lake. the :
life. Together, they are bringing a mes- ) agement agencies and local land groups to
; camp offers excellent recreation andfind the best project opportunities — ones that
sage to the NASCAR community and ishing opportunities. Once  restored, i fulill state recognized conservation pri-
fans of all ages to protect, respect ang i re- i o .
eniov America's wildlife he camp will re-open to families, and orities, and allow for maximum engagement
10y : provide youth activities, family events of the NASCARcommunity.
Ryan Newman, on his web site and individual fun activities in a year-
(racingforwildlife.org) says, "I'm ex- round facility that can accommodate
cited about our partnership with Theover 140 people. Its restoration will
Conservation Fund on our Racing forintroduce a new generation of Kids t
Wildlife initiative because it enables the the great outdoors in Southern Michi
Ryan Newman Foundation to take ourgan. Because of its potential for pror
conservation efforts to the next level.  viding public education and outreach
this camp property is a conservation

We want Racing For Wildife to be a priority for the Michigan Department
program that not only reaches out toof Natural Resources and will help

people who are already aware of conser- i
vation issues in our country, but to fami-aqldr.eSS ,the educgﬂqn 903'5 of the
lies who haven't been given the opportu-M'Ch'ganS State Wildlife Action Plan _ _ _
ity to enjoy the great outdoors.” (SWAP). Sleeping cabins to get badly needed repairs.

In selecting conservation projects, Racing for
Wildlife will cooperate with wildlife man-




Naturalist's Niche The Fall Migration Season Begins

Kathy Kanavagh

Greetings from the Discovery Center.Neotropical migrants are choosy aboutrFRAGMENTATION means the breakup

Migration season is once again upon usnesting habitat. Many are strictly forest-of something large into smaller pieces.
Since Waterloo Recreation Area is annesters like th&wainson's thrushwhile  When wildlife habitat is broken up into

extremely significant part of the songothers like thecedar waxwing prefer smaller tracts of land, some species suf-
bird migration route, | thought the fol- open woodlands, hedgerows or foresteder. For some songbirds, smaller tracts of
lowing information which | wrote-up for wetlands. Scientists have documentedand are not suitable for nesting. They
a new exhibit may be of interest to you. alarming declines in bird species of for-also increase the chance of predation by
In North America, there are roughly 350€sts and grassla_nd_s in _the Northe:_;tsterdecreasing the _distance_ fro_m the interior
species of birds that migrate. Those thapmted States. Michigan is no exception. to the edge. Birds nesting in these areas

migrate across continental boundaries tiMost experts agree that thess of habitat become vull(nerlilble t% predato;_s, subc_h d as
the tropics of Mexico, West Indies, Cen-and the fragmentation of forest and Iriccoons,s un Ifl an dggg-eahl_n% |rfs
tral and South America are known asgrassland habitat is one of the primaryI € Crows, grackles and jays which preter

neotropical migrants. causes of declines in bird populations. fore_st edges. When forests and other
habitat like grasslands and wetlands are

In addition to habitat loss and fragmen-fragmented predators gain easy access to
tation, pesticide use(especially in the once enclosed contiguous natural spaces.

tropics where DDT is still widely used), .
cov?/bird parasitisrrandman-madeystruc-) P.ARAS|TISM of so.ngblrd nests bgow-
tures have all been cited as factors con-blrds _comcu_jes with the edge effect.
tributing to songbird decline. Cowhbirds gain access to the nests of for—
est dwellers such as the wood thrush via
Songbirds travel under the cover of nightcorridors made by man i.e. roads, trails,
and use stars as well as the Earth’s magdevek)pments_ A female cowbird can
netic field as naVigational toals An esti- produce 30-40 eggs per season, which she
mated 4 million birds are killed each |ays in the nests of other smaller birds.
year in connection with towerswhich  The unsuspecting mother bird raises the

are being built at an alarming rate, most |arge cowbird baby, often at the expense

Swainson’s Thrush !
notably to accommodate cell phone use. of her own young. Over 200 species of

Those whose seasonal flights carry them songbirds are pirated by cowbirds!

only to the Southern US or Gulf Coast HEAVY BROWSING by whitetail deer
jarrhe EnO\l’(‘m ?jssf,ho;]t distance m'?{)"?‘gts-.~ has affected the quality of habitat for
€ back and forth movement of Dirds 15 birds such as the red-eyed vireo and other

directly. Iinke_d to their nee_d fc_)r food. In woodland species in the Eastern United
the spring birds leave their winter homes States. Michigan is not exempt from the

and travel northward with the warming impact of a growing deer population

weather_in search of adequgte foq ALIEN SPECIES purple loosestrife and
(usually insects) and cover during their

breeding season. With autumn, comes|a
declining supply of insects which drives
these birds south again.

o

Eastern Kingbird

Waterloo Recreation Area is a defi-
nite hot spot for migrating birds, pro- ~ Should We Care About Songbirds?

viding the essential food and cover for AS consumers of insects dispersers of
birds traveling farther north, and in  Seedsand pollinators of flowers, song-
addition, nesting sites for many other birds play a major role in the health

species that nest in forest and wetland and function of ecosystems They are
ecosystems also valuable as major predators of insect

pests. Many neotropical songbirds such
f;:1s warblers, thrushes, flycatchers amnd
swallows are some our best forms of in-

The Perils of Neotropical Migrants -
Some birds travel over thousands o

miles of land and water. Their journey : : . . o
sect control, eating tons of insects annu -
poses many threats. Predators, storms, g phragmites continue to take over Michi

: ily. With their diversity of color, beauty gan wetlands creating monocultures in
man-made objects such as skyscrapelgqg song, pirds are the focus of hobbyistgnce diverse habitats, wetland bird spe-

and the loss Of. rest over ha_bltat C@Nyho spend millions of dollars on ecotour-cijes and those that nest in adjacent wood-
mean death to migrating songbirds. Thsm,  Birgwatching is one of the mostjands are being forced to look elsewhere
number, distribution, and natural condi-po, 15 hobbies in the U.SSongbirds  for the native plant species that provide
tion of state “parks. In 'V"Ch'?ar! make are also an indicator of the health of them with food, nesting materials and

them crmcal stepping stone” sites for our environment, as they go, so may shelter Unfort;mately diverse wetland

birds traveling through the Great Lakes. we. havens' for these songbirds are scarce

Black-throated Green Warbler




Baldwin Flooding Restored!!!

Restoration of the 63-acre Baldwin Flooding at th&Vaterloo Recreation Area was made possible througthe cooperative efforts of the
Michigan DNR, North American Wetlands Conservation @uncil, Consumers Energy Foundation and Ducks Unliited. The re-flooded

wetland is shown above left and the new control gficture on the right.

The Memorial Plaque located in the parking lot at Baldwin Flooding

The completed project drastically improves
wetland conditions for waterfowl and other
wildlife, and allows the DNR to properly
manage water levels and vegetation, and
enhance public recreational opportunities.

The Baldwin Flooding is popular with wa-
terfowl hunters in the fall, but is also a
great place for wildlife watchers in spring.

Visitors may find the flooding by taking I-
94 Clear Lake Road Exit # 153 traveling
north 3 mi.to Trist Rd., west 1.4 mi. to
Baldwin Road and south .3 mi. on Bald-
win. Be on the lookout for a two track road

The Michigan DNR and Ducks Unlimitedin the interim, the water level was lowto the left that leads to the visitor's parking
with the assistance from the North Ameriered to pre-impoundment levels for twaot,

can Wetlands Conservation Council, initiyears to completely dewater the wetland

ated a two-year Project to repair and ime dry out and compact more than thr
prove this 63-acre wetland. In the sprinfpet of accumulated sediments, aerate
of 2004, near record rainfall combinedoil and allow beneficial wetland plants t
with an aging infrastructure caused thgerminate. The Baldwin Flooding wa
levee to fail, partially draining the wet-created nearly fifty years ago and h
land. This project repaired and improvedever been dewatered, resulting in

the levee, water control structure andnproductive wetland with diminishe
emergency spillway and provided boabenefits to wildlife.

access to the wetland.
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The great blue heron (left), wood duck
(above), & northern shoveller below photo-
graphed at Baldwin Flooding.




Kay Lane Memorial Bird Exhibit Dedicated

Waterloo Natural History Association President Tom &imeson leads the Sunday August 5 dedication cerenyoheld for the Kay Lane
Memorial Bird Exhibit and attended by family and fr iends.

1%

Kay Lane was a WNHA member for many years. Whendssed away, nearly $1,000 was given in her merfibe funds wer
used to build a bird exhibit. Bird specimens thiathe windows of the center or were brought invisjtors have been mounted and
are included in the exhibit. The mounts were firsused in a temporary exhibit case, but now hagermanent home at the Djs-
covery Center. The photo on the left shows theeeekhibit. The photo on the right is the teXfoimation included. Thanks to all
who contributed to make this exhibit possible. @amt and see it.




DNR Staff Conducted Programsseptember - November 2007

GEOLOGY ARTS FAIR PLANET EARTH AND THE WHAT'S THAT SKULL
10-5 pm. Sat, 10-4pm. Sun. SOLAR SYSTEM. Saturday Sept. 29, 2:00 p.m.
September 15 & 16 Saturday Sept. 22, 2:00 p.m.

Rocks & Minerals, jewelry, Petoskey stone Investigate relationships among earth,Find a mammal skull in your back yard?

polishing, geology walks, refreshments, and moon, sun and stars in the Milky Way. Bring it in and find out what it is! Learn how
kids activities throughout both days. to identify skulls using a key, and how to
o _ _ - The activities will give participants a better examine a skull for clues to what the animal
Bring in your rocks and fossils for identifica- understanding of the solar system. ate and how it lives.
tion/
MICHIGAN MAMMALS ICE-AGE MELTDOWN THE CRANES OF WATERLOO
Saturday October 6, 11 a.m. Saturday October 13, 2:00 p.m. FESTIVAL

Saturday Oct. 20, 10 am.—2 pm.

What characteristics distinguish mammals from
other creatures? Test your knowledge of Michi-
gan mammals, and find out ways to preserve
wildlife habitat.

Find out what earth was like 10,000 years Sandhill crane tour, live animal presenta-

ago? What would you see if you stepped tions, activities for kids, rock walkway

out of a time machine way back then? discovery, musical entertainment and
more!

Discover the Ice Age and chill out!!!

You'll have a hairy good time!!! Four Hours of Fun, Fun, Fun!!!

LEAF PRINTS GETTING THEIR Z2ZZs

Saturday October 27, 11:00 a.m. Saturday November 10 2:00 p.m Programs presented by the DNR staff a

free. Advance registration is required fo
all programs unless otherwise specified.

To Register call 734-475-3170. A stat
park motor vehicle permit is required fo
entry.

A daily permit $6.00. The annual permit i
$24.00 and provides admission to al
Michigan State Park for the 2007 calend
year.

Join DNR staff master gardener for this fun Do you know which animals hibernate
and colorful program. Learn about leaves and what animals stay active or find
from several trees found in Waterloo, and  other ways to cope with winter?

make your own leaf prints to take home.

Bring in a light colored article of clothing to Come find out what they do and how we
be leaf printed. are more like them than you think!!!

All programs are presented at the Ed
Discovery Center on Bush Road in th
Waterloo Recreation Area. To reach th
Discovery Center take 1-94 to exit 157, g
north and follow the signs.




Waterloo Natural History Association Programs
September - November 2007

INCREDIBLE EDIBLES WALK LORDS OF THE SKY FALL MUSHROOM SEARCH
1:30 p.m.Sunday, September 9 The Exciting World of Birds of Prey 2:00 p.m Sunday, September 30
2:00 p.m. Sunday, September 23

Come walk with wild edibles expert Tom

Jameson and get acquainted with samplesve hawks, falcons and vultures from thels that mushroom poisonous or edible? Join

from Mother Nature’s kitchen. Tom will Howell Nature Center will be featured in mushroom experts Ken and Marti Cochran

share some of his recipes and his gourmgiig program. in search of mushrooms around the Discov-

cooking after the hike. ery Center. We'll meet afterwards to exam-
Learn more about these magnificent birdsine what we have found and determine

Limited to 35 people. Program length 90 and their importance to our environment. which are safe to eat. Bring a basket, paper

Minutes bag, waxed paper and a sharp knifam-
ited to 35 people. Length 90 minutes.
SELF-GUIDED COLOR TOUR SPIDERMANIA SELF-GUIDED SANDHILL CRANE TOUR
Beginning October 6 2:00 p.m.Sunday, October .7 Beginning October 13
Free color tour maps will be available at the Naturalist Dan Farmer will bring live Large flocks of cranes can be see in area
Discovery Center showing the best driving spiders for this entertaining program about fields through the end of November.
tour routes through the park. the amazing world of spiders, fact and fic- Visitors may pick up a map and driving

tion. This is a program for both those to directions at the discovery Center to the

Color is good throughout the month, peaking like spiders and those who don®rogram best viewing areas. A film “The Sandhill

around October 23rd.

Length 60 minutes. Crane Story” will be shown on request.
SANDHILL CRANE TOUR REMARKABLE ANIMAL ADAPTATIONS: - :
2:00 p.m. Saturday, October 20 2:00 p.m. Sunday, November 4. Reservations are required for all pr

grams, and can be made by calliflg
734-475-3170.

WNHA sponsored programs are $2/p0
per person or $5.00 per family. Watgr-
loo Natural History Association Menj-

bers are admitted free.

All programs conducted by DNR st
are free to the public.

Local expert Bill Wells will lead a driving Science Alive will bring a variety of live ani-

tour through Waterloo Recreation Area to se _als for this informative, hands-on present

large flocks of these magnificent birds at |on|. thd (;)Ut ?boué fthe spe_C|aII fesat!:rebsl af
close range. Bring binoculars and cameras. mals have developed for survival. - surtable
all ages.Program Length 60 minutes

A state park motor vehicle permit ||s
required for entry to and are availaljle
“at the Discovery Center. A daily pg]r-
mit is $6.00, and annual permit is $24}.




A Flower Tour Of Mill Lake (by canoe)
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MEMBER'S CORNER

The Waterloo Natural History Association gratefidigknowledges the support of the following new meratand those who have

recently renewed their memberships:

Benefactor

Dan & Norma Green
Len Niehoff

Jerry & Mary Waldyke

Sustaining
Arthur & Elizabeth Beaudoin

David & Sharon Brooks
Kathy & Lathe Claflin
Edward & Anne Comeau
Nancy Edminster

Dan & Jane Hayes

Dave & Joanne Rowe
Steve & Dayle Wright

Patron
Ed Dawson
Marvin & Shirrell Fischer

Family
Saad & Kristine Abouzahr

Linda Allen

Larry & Cathy Bean
Walter & Sandy Brown
Chris Felesky

Amy Hanna

Richard & JoAnn Hirth
David Jacobi/Elizabeth
Anderson

Emily Keeler

John & Kathy Lixey
Timothy & Anne Marvin
Kevin & Michele McLaugh-
lin

Sandra Peterson

Tom & Cheryl Quinn
Mike & Laura VanGoor
Barbara & Don Webb
Diane Wilson

Individuals/Seniors

Pat Dietz

Jackie Frank

Roderick Janich
Barbara Kennell
Elizabeth Kinney

Kay Lantis

Adele Lowry

Deanna McAlister
Michael J. McEvoy
Ronald & Susan Niedzielski
Sue Phare

Duane & Virginia Rowe
Jimmie Wright




