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Fall Building Hours

The fall schedule for the he
visitor building begins After
Labor Day and will be as
follows:

Tuesday— Friday: 10:00 a.m
to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday: 10:00 a.m. to 5:0
p.m.

Sunday. Noon to 5:00 p.m.

Monday: Closed

These hours of operation
be effective to Thanksgivi
Weekend

Fall 2008

Late Summer Sightings

Mill Lake

The end of the summer marks Mill Lake’
lowest water levels of the year. Onc
submerged beaches and mud flats are now
exposed. They are patrolled daily by m
grating shorebirds in search of stranded
mollusks, crustaceans and aquatic insects.

D v

The killdeer, one of the most successfu
of the shorebirds, has adapted to nesting
near humans and favors gravel roof tops
and driveways. This one was discovered-
foraging on exposed mud flats at the
southeast end of Mill Lake.

The solitary sand piper is a long distance
traveler, nesting across northern Alaska
and Canada and wintering in Central and
South America.

This one was found foraging along the old
beach at the Mill Lake Outdoor Center.
The name solitary sandpiper is very ap-

This pied-billed grebe was still in ful
breeding plumage and tending a I
brood of hatchlings when discoverg
among the pond lilies at the south e
of Mill Lake.

Other species observed on Mill Lak
this summer included bald eagle, 08
prey, great blue heron, great egret, sa o

hill crane, kingfisher, kingbird, musk
rat, mink, raccoon, deer, wood duc
mallard duck, blue-wing teal, Canadag =%
goose, and many others. The best Ay :

to see them is by travelling the shallowSsss : Pléﬂ'ﬁmed Grebe
in a canoe or kayak. .

propriate as they are usually seen alone.

Mill Lake, with its totally natural shore-

line and electric motors only boating
policy, provides an ideal environment for
both resident and migrating wildlife.



s ) : WHERE THERE’'S PRAIRIE,
Naturalist's Niche /et fire:

Kathy Kavanagh

Park Interpreter LACK OF FIRE IS THE GREATEST

THREAT to Michigan’s grassland commdu

When you visit the Discovery Center, youmities. PRAIRIE FIRES were caused natu-

may notice the small prairie demonstratiorally by lightning, or started by Native

area between the main and lower parkifgnericans to drive game, create camp
lots. Eventually, we will have signage taites, increase visibility, regenerate plant

explain what is happening in this area. Bgrowth, and make travel easier. PRAIR|E
if you're curious about it now, read thdLANTS are fire dependent, storing their

following: food and growing buds underground. With

two-thirds of plant growth being unde

PRAIRIE is the name of a unique ecologiground, fire warms the soil, stimulates the

cal system characterized by grasses af@gycling of nutrients, aids in the removal
wildflowers, rather than trees and shrubsf dead material, without harming root
Prairie is theFrench wordfor meadow. Systems. Without occasional fires, this

The early French explorers had no othenique open grassland becomes dense
word to describe the open, grass-coverdetush and lowland forest, and the plants

treeless landscape, nor did the English. and animals of the prairie community
would be lost.
Prairies were extremely productive ecosys-

tems, each year converting the sun’s efhe stewardship program needs volunteers

Bobolink

ergy into wild forage sufficient, on westerrio help protect and preserve the nat

short grass prairies, to feed an estimated 8mmunities of Waterloo Recreation Are

ral
&
million bison. Eastern tall grass prairiesncluding remnant prairies by removing
DM

growing in a range of soils from clay tdnvasive species and collecting seeds fr
sand, also supported a great variety pfairie plants like bluestem and Indian

wildlife either directly or secondarily de-grass (fall season), If you are interes
pendent on grasses and forb&£oyotes,

foxes, prairie vole, meadow jumping andl\/lal itz at Imalvit ichi or
deer mice, badger, thirteen-lineground 24{\3/; gsg_gosrgaw z@michigan.gov
squirrel, insects, bobolink, short—eareé '
owl, marsh hawkand meadowlarksare

some of the wildlife species that inhabiteT he following are some of

prairie landscapes obluestem, Indian ST : o
grass, rattlesnake master, blazing star the wildlife Species benefit

and so many other grasses and forbs tiHag from prairie restoration
are part of the prairie ecosystem. InsecgﬁOjeCtS in the Waterloo Rec-
being the most abundant fauna on the prai- .

rie, are important pollinators and food foFeatIOn Area.
many wildlife species.

Southern Michigan was the easternmost
extension of prairie that was contiguous
across mid-America between the western

desert and the eastern forest©ak sa-
vanna, a type of grassland with scattered

oaks, was frequently the transition zone

between treeless prairies and forests. The
height of the grasses ranged from short in
the west, to medium, to tall grass in the

east. But prairies, an extremely rare plant
community today, disappeared under the
farmers’ plow. What the farmers could npt
plow, they used for grazing cattle.




Waterloo Natural History Association Programs
September - November 2008

INCREDIBLE EDIBLES WALK HERPS! MICHIGAN'S AMPHIBIANS FALL MUSHROOM SEARCH
1:30 p.m.Sunday, September 7 AND REPTILES 2:00 p.m. Sunday, September 28
2:00 p.m. Sunday, September 21.

Come walk with wild edibles expert Tom . e Join mushroom expert Phil Tedeschi in a
Jameson and get acquainted with sampldkature Discovery will bring live examples

. . . o search for mushrooms around the Discov-
from Mother Nature’s kitchen. Tom will of some of the reptiles and amphibians th

) : . Center. After the walk, learn about
share some of his recipes and his gourmigle around us.  After the program yo'\'/vﬁlat you have coIIectedWand which musl:r

cookdng after the hike. will have the opportunity to handle SOMEaoms to take home to cook. A basket or
Limited to 35 people. Program length 90 of the animals and watch them ed®ro- paper bag and waxed paper. are useful for
Minutes gram length 60 minutes. collecting. Limited to 35 people. Pro-
gram length 90 minutes.
WHAT'S FOR LUNCH? MICHIGAN ANIMALS UP CLOSE : SELF-GUIDED COLOR AND
2:00 p.m. Sunday, October 5. 2:00 p.m. Sunday, October 19. CRANE TOUR MAPS

Available beginning October 11.
Free mapsand driving directions to
the park’s best fall color routes and
crane viewing areas. Pick them up
at the Discovery Center.

Potter Park Zoo will bring live animals The Howell Nature Center will bring live

to demonstrate the amazing strategiemammals and birds of prey for this family
they have for catching food and howprogram. Learn about the characteristics
they avoid becoming dinner themselvesand survival skills of these animals in the

Program length 60 minutes. wild. Program length 60 minutes.
SANDHILL CRANE TOUR MICHIGAN WOLVES SPIDERS AND THEIR KIN
2:00 p.m. Saturday, October 25 2:00 p.m. Sunday, November 9 2:00 p.m. Sunday, November 16.

_ _ — Naturalist, educator and wolf advocateDr. Cara Shillington will introduce

Loca'hexf’er:t Bill Vlve”s will lead a driving porothy McLeer will present a program onyou to spiders, scorpions and other
f;’;’g;; ;I(())Léis V(\,/?tﬁ:eosz Rﬁ;ﬁﬂggnﬁ\rﬁi S;?glichigan’s most misunderstood mammals. fascinating invertebrates. Learn about
close range. Bring binoculars and cameras. rogram length 60 min. {)hog/or?;:; (?Stldz:]Sd Iyr:ol\\,ﬂvlfg 'gsgi’ dvitlfr]]eerrr?

Advance Reservations Required for the Above Programs. Call 7343475 Program length 60 minutes.




DNR Staff Conducted ProgramssSeptember - November 2008

GEOLOGY ARTS FAIR MICHIGAN MAMMALS BIRDING ADVENTURE
10-5 pm. Sat, 10-4pm. Sun. Saturday Sept. 20, 11:00 a.m.  Saturday Sept. 27, 11:00 a.m.
September 13 & 14

Rocks & Minerals, jewelry for sale. Activities Test your knowledge of Michigan mam- All the fall colors are not in the leaves. Many
include Petoskey stone polishing, geology mals, and find out ways to preserve wildlifeare on birds migrating through the park on
walks, fossil making, ancient cave art, and re- habitat. Michigan has many species oftheir way to wintering grounds. Experience
freshments. Have rocks and fossils at home andnammals, from the common raccoon to thebird behaviors first-hand during this fun pro-
don’'t know what they are? Bring them along uncommon mink. Study skins will help you gram about our feathered friends

for identification. tell them apart.

SPACE BLAST OFF!!! FOREST DISCOVERY HIKE THE CRANES OF WATERLOO

Saturday October 4, 2:00 p.m. Saturday October 11, 2:00 p.m. FESTIVAL
Saturday Oct. 25, 10 am — 4 pm

Welcome to Outer Space!!l This program will  Birds are migrating, squirrels are gathering,To celebrate the spectacular migration of
be an exploration of the sun and planets plufall mushrooms are popping, and leaves ar¢he Greater Sandhill Cranes through the
recent NASA discoveries. turning. Walk with us in the colorful autumn Waterloo area, the Discovery Center is
forest and learn the reason for the season.  hosting its annual crane festival. Many

activities are planned for the day.

GETTING THEIR ZZZs TRACK DETECTIVES GEOLOGY OF WATERLOO
Saturday November 1, 2:00 pm. Saturday, November 8, 2:00pm Saturday November 15, 2:00 p.m.

Find out more about hibernation, a fasci- Join us in searching for tracks and other signsLearn how the glaciers shap@chter-
that wildlife have left behind. loo leaving behind hills, lakes, swamps,

nating marvel of nature that only certain
and bogs.

animals experience.

Programs presented by the DNR staff are free. Advae registration is required. To Register call 734175-3170. A state park vehicle permit is requiredor
entry. A daily permit is $6.00, an annual permitis $24.00 and provides admission to any Michigan &e Park for the 2008 calendar year. All programs ee
presented at the Eddy Discovery Center on Bush Rodd the Waterloo Recreation Area. To reach the Disavery Center take 1-94 to exit 157, go north and

follow the signs.




Annual Members Pot Luck
600 p.m. Saturday, November 1

Great Food: Join other WNHA mem-
bers for an evening of wonderful food and
great family entertainment at our annual pot-
luck meeting.Bring a dish to share and your
own place settings; beverages will be pro-
vided.

Entertainment:
“Animal Magic”

Yes, the program title is correctf you like
magic and you enjoy seeing exotic animals, you'll
love Mark Rosenthal and higinimal Magic.”

To thank you for your support, we invite you to
join us for this fun, family evening.

MEMBER’S CORNER

The Waterloo Natural History Association gratefultkaowledges the support of the following new members arstivbo have
recently renewed their memberships:

Life
Len Niehoff

Benefactor

Dan & Norma Green
Tom & Sandra Jameson
Art & Lee Tremper
Jerry & Mary Waldyke

Sustaining
David & Sharon Brooks

Kathy & Lathe Claflin
Edward & Anne Comeau
Nancy Edminster

Dave & Susan Horvath
Robert & Kay Kadlec
Dave & Joanne Rowe
Carol Strahler

Steve & Dayle Wright

Family
Kristine & Saad Abouzahr

Robert & Linda Allen
Elizabeth Anderson/David Jacobi
Dianne Baker

Larry & Cathy Bean

Walter & Sandy Brown

Brian, Terri & Rachel Eglinton
Jackie Frank

Amy & Dave Gamble

Marcie Gilbreath

Darren & Karen Girard

Jane & Dan Hayes

Jere & Nancy Hinkle

Richard & JoAnn Hirth

John & Kathy Lixey

Kathy Mahoney

Kevin McLaughlin

Sandra Peterson

Wayne & Judith Petty

Pinter-Coffman Family
Tom & Cheryl Quinn
Peter Schriemer
Vanessa & Bill Tripp
Barbara & Don Webb

Individuals/Seniors

Travis Collings

Ed Dawson

Pat Dietz

Roderick Janich

Kay Lantis

Adele Lowry

Allan & Deanna Malan
Susan Morse

Ronald & Susan Niedzielski
Gert Pototzski

Virginia & Duane Rowe
Ralph Rumsey

Annette van der Schalie
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