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Fall 2009 

Building Hours 
 

The visitor building hours for 
the  fall season: 
 

Tuesday - Saturday  
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday   

Noon to 5:00 p.m. 
   

Closed Monday 
 

——— 
 
The visitor building will be 
closed from Thanksgiving to 
New Years. 
 

 
Trails and grounds will be 

available from dawn to dusk 
daily. 

 

WNHA & DNR Fund  

Living Life Cycle Exhibits 

Ant Lions 

Spring Pond Creatures 

Giant Silk Moths 

Praying Mantises 

Amphibian Eggs Monarch Butterflies Hatching Turtle Eggs 

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources and the 
Waterloo Natural History As-
sociation are partnering to 
create living life cycle exhibits 
for the Discovery Center.  The 
project is funded with $2,000 
provided by the WNHA and 
$1,000 provided by the DNR. 
 

The cabinet work is being 
done by Renovatio Wood 
Works owned by Matthew 
Millar. The cabinets are de-
signed for multiple use and 
will house a series of seasonal 
exhibits that feature live ani-
mals and their life cycles. 

The first exhibit featuring mon-
arch butterflies went on display 
July 8.  The center photo-
graph shows the first cabinet.  
The surrounding photos iden-
tify some of the other topics 
that will be covered in future 
exhibits.  
 

Next to come on line will be the 
hatching turtle egg exhibit.   
Over 300 eggs are currently 
being incubated  at the Discov-
ery Center.  They will be on 
display when hatching begins in 
September. The  hatchlings will 
be released into the lakes  near 
where the eggs were found.   

The WNHA raises funds 
through memberships, gift shop 
sales and donations.  Its pri-
mary mission is to support the 
Discovery Center.   
 

Other projects made possible 
with WNHA funds include the 
observation bee hive, bird ex-
hibits, the observation deck, 
and many animal mounts. In 
addition WNHA sponsors over 
30 weekend programs each 
year. 
 

None of this would be possible 
without the generosity of  our 
patrons, members and donors. 

Thank You!!! 



A First For Jackson County 
 

The two bald eagles above are making the first nesting attempt ever recorded in Jackson County.  The exact location  is  not 
being made public, but is within the project boundary of the Waterloo Recreation Area.  The nest is not much larger than 
that of a red-tail hawk this year, but will increase in size each year as the birds add more nesting material.   

Bald eagles have been seen in Jackson County from time to 
time, especially during spring migrations, and occasionally 
near open water in winter. But for the first time in history, there 
is a confirmed nesting attempt in Jackson County. 
 
This is being classified as an attempt primarily because these 
are first time breeders.  In the first breeding season, pairs will 
sometimes build a nest, but not lay eggs.  This is what appears 
to have happened with these birds.  However, during their sec-
ond season together they will enlarge the nest, breed and then 
complete the nesting cycle.  Therefore there is likely one more 
year of waiting until nesting success can be officially declared. 
 
Eagle nests are usually located in the tallest tree in the area.  
They are made of sticks with a lining of grass and moss.  Nest-
ing material may be added each year until nests reach enor-
mous sizes, up to ten feet in depth and 20 feet across.   This 
nest, located in a large cottonwood is quite small by compari-
son, which also indicates that this pair is just reaching breeding 
age. 
 
Bald eagles reach maturity at four or five years of age.  This is 
when they get their white heads and tails.  Immature eagles are 
almost completely brown with irregular patches of white under 
their wings and tail.  

 

Immature bald eagles like the one above lack the white 
head and tail.  Several  have been seen flying over the 
Waterloo Recreation area this year as well. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Join mushroom expert Phil Tedeschi in a 
search for mushrooms around the Discov-
ery Center.  After the walk, learn about 
what you have collected and which to 
take home to cook.  A basket or paper bag 
and waxed paper are useful for collecting.  
Limited to 35 people.  Program 90 min. 

Join us for a close-up look at a number of 
Michigan’s remarkable reptiles and am-
phibians.  Educator Chris Goulart will 
bring live critters for this informative and 
educational hands-on program.  

SELF-GUIDED FALL COLOR 
AND CRANE TOUR MAPS  

Waterloo Natural History Association Programs 
September  -  November 2009 

FALL MUSHROOM SEARCH   
2:00 p.m. Sunday, September 27  

INCREDIBLE EDIBLES WALK  
1:30 p.m. Sunday, September 13  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Come walk with wild edibles expert Tom 
Jameson and get acquainted with samples 
from Mother Nature’s kitchen.  Tom will 
share some of his recipes and his gourmet 
cooking after the hike.   
 

Limited to 35 people.  Program length 90 
Minutes 

Available beginning October 10. 
Free maps and driving directions to 
the park’s best fall color routes and 
crane viewing areas.   Pick them up 
at the Discovery Center. 

 

Local expert Bill Wells will lead a driving 
tour through Waterloo Recreation Area to see 
large flocks of these magnificent birds at 
close range.   Bring binoculars and cameras.    

SANDHILL CRANE TOUR 
2:00 p.m. Saturday, October 24  

SPIDERS AND THEIR KIN  
  2:00 p.m. Sunday, November 1  

Dr. Cara Shillington will introduce 
spiders, scorpions and other inverte-
brates.  Learn about Michigan’s poi-
sonous spiders.  Program 60 min. 

Advance Reservations Required for the Above Programs.  Call 734-475-3170 
Admission $2.00 each or $5.00 per family.  WNHA members free. 

DAN, THE CREATURE MAN    
2:00 p.m. Sunday, September 27  

Primitive skills expert Mike Cook presents a 
family program on early survival skills.  
Watch him create a projectile point and ob-
serve a variety of ancient tools while learn-
ing what life was like in prehistoric times.   

FLINTKNAPPING/PRIMITIVE 
TOOLS  2:00 p.m. Sunday, October 11.    

MICHIGAN TURTLES/ FROGS/SNAKES   
2:00 p.m. Sunday, October 18.    

CREATURES OF THE NIGHT   
2:00 p.m. Sunday, November 15.  

The Howell Nature Center will bring 
several nocturnal birds and mammals 
for this fascinating program.  Learn 
about their habits and adaptations for 
living in the dark. 

 Meet a colorful variety of live exotic 
animals brought by Dan Briere of The 
Little Creatures Co.  This engaging pro-
gram promotes global wildlife conserva-
tion and respect for all forms of life. 
Program 60 minutes 



 

KAYAKING  WINNEWANA 
Saturday   September 12    

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Bring your own kayak and pfd for a guided 
tour of Winnewana Impoundment.  Meet at 
the Discovery Center at 10 a.m.   (Not ADA 
accessible)   
 

GEOLOGY ARTS FAIR             
Sat. & Sun. Sept. 19 & 20 

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Rocks & Minerals, jewelry for sale. Activi-
ties include Petoskey stone polishing, geol-
ogy walks, fossil making, ancient cave art, 
and refreshments.  Have rocks and fossils at 
home and don’t know what they are?  Bring 
them along for identification. 

 

Learn to identify Waterloo’s mammals 
from observing their skulls. They contain 
clues which help determine where and how 
the animals lived .  

 

SOLAR SYSTEM SOJOURN 
Saturday Sept. 26, 2:00 p.m.  

DNR Staff Conducted Programs - September - November 2009 

SKULL DETECTIVES 
   Saturday    October 10   11 a.m. 

LEARN MICHIGAN FISH     
Saturday October 3, 2 p.m. 

 

Discover the many species of fish that live in 
our Waterloo Recreation Area lakes.  Local 
lakes harbor more fish species than you 
might think.   

 

 
Programs Presented by the DNR staff are Free.  

  
Advance registration is required.  To Register call 734-475-3170.  A state 
park vehicle permit is required for entry.  A daily permit is $6.00, an  an-
nual permit is $24.00 and provides admission to any Michigan State Park 
for the 2009 calendar year.  
 
All programs are presented at the Eddy Discovery Center on Bush Road 
in the Waterloo Recreation Area unless otherwise stated.  To reach the 
Discovery Center take I-94 to exit 157, go north and follow the signs. 

 

Which planets are similar to Earth?  How 
do the planets differ from our planet?  
This program is indoors and outdoors-
along the Solar System Hiking Trail. 

 

FALLING LEAF  
SCRAPBOOKING    

Saturday  October 10,  2 p.m. 

Create a lasting momento of your life 
and the autumn forest…collection of 
leaves from the ground only!  Bring any 
personal photos you want to include.  

MIGRATION MARVEL    
Saturday   October 17   11 a.m.  

Why do birds migrate, and what hazards 
do they face?  Find out more about the 
avian world, and take a short walk to ob-
serve birds.  

For More DNR Programs Please Turn the Page 



 

 

DNR Staff Conducted Programs - September - November 2009, Continued 

 
 

Programs Presented by the DNR staff are 
Free.  

  
Advance registration is required.  To register call 734-475-3170.  A state 
park vehicle permit is required for entry.  A daily permit is $6.00, an  
annual permit is $24.00 and provides admission to any Michigan State 
Park for the 2009 calendar year.  
 
All programs are presented at the Eddy Discovery Center on Bush Road 
in the Waterloo Recreation Area unless otherwise stated.  To reach the 
Discovery Center take I-94 to exit 157, go north and follow the signs. 

GETTING THEIR ZZZs                      
Saturday November 7, 2:00 pm. 

THE CRANES OF WATERLOO 
FESTIVAL 

Saturday Oct. 24, 10 am – 4 pm 

Find out more about hibernation, a fasci-
nating marvel of nature that only certain 
animals experience.   

Join us in searching for tracks and 
other signs that wildlife have left be-
hind.  

BIRDS OF PREY     
 Saturday    October 17    2 p.m.  
@ Portage Lake—Lakeview Shelter 

You will be introduced to two live birds 
of prey during this presentation.  Learn 
about some of their unique characteristics 
and behaviors.  

Join us for a full day of activities includ-
ing a live animal presentation, crane ori-
gami, leaf prints, migration game, and 
the sandhill crane natural history and  
tour to observe these magnificent birds.  
No Registration required.  

FROZEN FROGS  
& OTHER CREATURES      

Sat. Oct. 31     2p.m.  

Some creatures actually freeze solid over 
winter and revive come spring.  Find out 
who they are.   
Join us for this chilly scientific adven-
ture! 

A Comet is a loose collections of ice, 
dust and small rocky particles.   
Learn first hand while you make your 
own comet. 

COMETS:  ICY VISITORS 
FROM AFAR!       

Saturday    November 14,  2 p.m. 

TRACKS & SCATS     
Saturday  November 21  2 p.m.  



MEMBER’S CORNER  
 
The Waterloo Natural History Association gratefully acknowledges the support of the following new members and those who have 
recently renewed their memberships: 

Life  
Len Niehoff 
 
Benefactor 
Tom and Sandra Jameson 
Dan and Norma Greeen 
 
Patron 
Ralph and Jo Rumsey 
Annette Vander Schulie 
 
Sustaining 
Edward and Ann Comeau 
David & Sue Horvath 
Dan and Jane Hayes 
Robert & Kelli Kadlec 
David and Sharon Brooks 
Steve and Dayle Wright 
David and Joanne Rowe 
 

Family 
Theresa Arlotto 
The Bean Family 
Bill and Cheryl Wells 
David Jacobi and Elizabeth Anderson 
John and Kathy Lixey 
Barry Lanik 
Lisa and Shawn Durkee 
The Pintar-Coffman Family 
Walt and Sandy Brown 
Kevin and Michelle McLaughlin 
Andy and Jean Ford 
Jeri Hinkle 
Diane Newman 
Tom and Cheryl Quinn 
John Vlnka and Family 
Claire Foley and Scott Richardson 

Individuals/Seniors 
 
Marv & Adele Lowry 
Sandra Peterson 
Travis Collings 
Patricia Dietz 
Kay Lantis 
Phillip J. Tedeschi 

Great Food:  Join other WNHA mem-
bers for an evening of wonderful food and 
great family entertainment at our annual pot-
luck meeting.  Bring a dish to share and your 
own place settings;  beverages will be pro-
vided.  

Annual Members Potluck 
6:00 p.m. Saturday, November 7 

Michael Deren will put us into his time machine 
and take us into history to help us re-live the  
past.   

Entertainment:  
Michael Deren 

“The Past in Person” 

 



Beauty at the End of the Trail 
 If you walked the bog trail in June and July and you may have discov-
ered these delicate beauties . 

Grass Pinks 

Pink Moccasin Flower Orchid 

Eastern Prairie White Fringed Orchis Rose Pogonia 

Pitcher Plant Sundew 

View in Color at www.wnha.org 
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