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Spring Building Hours 
 

The spring schedule for the 
he visitor building begins 
March 30 and will be as fol-
lows: 
 

Tuesday— Friday: 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. 
Sunday:  Noon to 5:00 p.m. 
 

 Monday:  Closed 
 

These hours of operation will 
be effective to  Memorial Day 
weekend.    
 

Summer Building Hours 
Memorial Day to Labor Day  

 

Monday—Friday:  10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday:  10:00 a.m. to  
5:00 p.m. 
Sunday:  Noon to 5:00 p.m. 

The Frog Rain Is Coming!!! 

Save for the occasional hoot of an owl and the 
drone of distant traffic, winter nights in the 
Waterloo Recreation Area pass in almost total 
silence.  In late March or early April dramatic 
changes occur as the snow melts and hundreds 
of  temporary ponds and pools are created 
throughout the park.       

With the first warm rains, frogs and other  
amphibians awake from their winter hiberna-
tion and fill these ponds with song.  Come 
see for yourself as we celebrate “The Night 
of the Amphibians”  at 8:00 p.m. Saturday 
April 12 at the Discovery Center.  Pre-
registration is required. Call 734-475-3170  

A male chorus frog (above left) extends his vocal pouch and emits a high-pitched trill to attract a po-
tential mate.  A pair of wood frogs (above right) are gripped in the mating act called amplexis and are 
surrounded by egg masses laid by other wood frog pairs. 

Silent salamanders like these spotted salamanders (above left)  slip into the ponds un-noticed to mate 
and lay their eggs.  Salamander eggs appear in the photo to the right. 



Ah, Spring!  What a vibrant season it is.  
Each spring there is the joy of hearing the 
first frog call, the song of the first red-
winged blackbird, the sighting of the first 
turkey vulture overhead.  Of course, way 
back in February, we normally hear the 
return of the sandhill cranes, and see the 
first spring wildflower, skunk cabbage, 
poking through the snow. 

If you enjoy skiing or snowshoeing, you 
have had more opportunities this winter in 
southern Michigan.  Although I enjoy both 
winter activities, spring’s arrival is always 
most welcome.  Yes, temperate zone au-
tumns are beautifully adorned with color-
fully-leaved trees, but no season compares 
to the exciting renewal that accompanies 
spring.  
 

Here at the Eddy Discovery Center spring 
is definitely our busiest time of year.   In 
addition to school field trips, as always, 
programs for the general public are offered 
on Saturdays and Sundays-a complete list 
provided in this newsletter.  Please call the 
center to register for programs: (734) 475-
3170. 
 

Some exciting stewardship activities are 
taking place in Waterloo this spring and 
summer.  Waterloo Recreation Area is one 
of about nine parks that is getting special 
attention from DNR Parks and Recreation 
Stewardship.  Because of the quality and 
quantity of ecosystems in Waterloo, it is 
the target of intensive treatment, in the 
removal of invasive species, seed collect-
ing, and the improvement of habitat in gen-
eral.  Volunteers are needed on upcoming  

workdays.  On April 26 , a stewardship 
staff member and volunteers are meeting 
at the Park Headquarters to remove gar-
lic mustard.  On May 17 and June 1, 
volunteers will meet here at the Discov-
ery Center to help us plant native grasses 
and wildflowers in the prairie near the 
center.  

Beginning this year, hours at the Discov-
ery Center will be extended during sum-
mer.  From Memorial Day weekend, 
Sunday, May 25th  through Labor Day, 
Monday, September 1st, the Discovery 
Center will be open 7 days a week, Sun-
days, 12 – 6 p.m., and Monday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.  Programs 
for school aged children will again be 
offered Wednesday through Saturday 
mornings from June 25th through August 
9th.   
At Sugarloaf Campground, there will be 
a new campfire circle area where pro-
grams will be given on Saturday eve-
nings at 8:30 p.m.  DNR staff and sev-
eral guest speakers will be presenting 
during the summer at these campfire 
gatherings.  Campground programs will 
also be offered at Sugarloaf Lake on 
Friday evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

 
 
 

At Portage Lake, which is open to the 
general public in addition to campers, 
campground programs on bats, owls and 
many other topics will be offered at 7:30 
p.m. on both Friday and Saturday eve-
nings.  

Yes, we do still have the possibility for 
snow in April, but as you hike along a 
trail in Waterloo, and see the skunk cab-
bage poking through the snow, or hear a 
sandhill crane overhead, you can antici-
pate the beautiful season of renewal is on 
its way.  Hope to see you this spring and 
summer! 

NATURALIST NICHE 
By Kathy Kavanagh 

Red-wing blackbirds arrived in Waterloo 
in early March. 

The first turkey vultures returned the last 
week in February 

The first sandhill cranes returned to the 
area on March 1st. 

   Ah, Spring!!! 

Skunk Cab-
bage began 
blooming in 
February . 
M e l t i n g 
through the 
snow. 

This summer campfire programs will be 
featured at Sugarloaf Campgrounds Sat-
urday evenings at 8:30 p.m. 

Adder’s tongue above, and many other 
spring wild flowers will greet us along the 
trails in Waterloo in  April and May. 



 
12,000 Of Native American History 

2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 6.   

 

Join naturalist Tom Hodgson this eve-
ning for a lively presentation featuring 
frogs, toads, salamanders and quivering 
masses of  amphibian eggs.   
 

The program will conclude with a walk 
to a nearby pond to see and hear the 
frogs singing in the night.  Bring a 
flashlight and dress for the weather.  
Program length 90 minutes. 

  
Wildlife of the Americas   

2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 20.   

 

Learn all about Michigan’s only venomous 
snake along with others that resemble it 
from herpetologist Yu Man Lee.  
 

While viewing live snakes, find out about 
their lifestyles and how you can attract or 
discourage them on your property.  Pro-
gram length 60 minutes. 

Experience the fantastic array of wildlife 
found in North, South, and Central 
America as Randy Baker brings us live 
animals from his collection.   
 

Learn more about these animals from the 
Americas and compare the adaptations 
that allow them to survive in their di-
verse habitats.  Program length 60 min-
utes. 

Waterloo Natural History Association Programs 
April  through June 2008 

Night of the Amphibians  
8:00 p.m. Saturday, April 12.   

Join us as Dr. Henry Wright, internationally
-known anthropologist, talks about the ac-
complishments of the earliest mammoth 
hunters and those who followed them  
 

The Discovery Center’s Burg collection of 
several thousand projectile points found in 
local farm fields will be featured.  Bring 
your own points for ID after the program.  
Program length 60 minutes.  

Living With Massasaugas 
 2:00 p.m. Sunday, May 4.    

Naturalist Tom Hodgson will introduce 
you to many fascinating and little known 
creatures – from delicate fairy shrimp to 
the fierce, predaceous diving beetles.   
 

You will also learn how to find these crea-
tures yourself and to “Pour-a-Pond” of 
your own.  Program length 60 minutes. 

Strange Creatures of the Spring 
Pond  2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 27   

For More WNHA Programs, Turn the Page 

Come walk with wild edibles expert 
Tom Jameson and get acquainted with 
samples from Mother Nature’s kitchen.   
 

Tom will share some of his recipes and 
his gourmet cooking after the hike.   
 

Limited to 35 people.   Program length 
90 minutes. 
 

Incredible Edibles Walk   
1:30 p.m. Sunday, May 18.    



 

 

  

Naturalist Tom Hodgson will bring live 
Michigan turtles, turtle eggs and turtle 
artifacts to show us during this enter-
taining and educational program. 
 

Learn about turtle biology and life cy-
cles as well as what to do when turtles 
are encountered in the wild.  Program 
Length 60 minutes. 

WNHA Programs (Continued) 
April through June 2008 

Amazing Animal Adaptations:   
2:00 p.m. Sunday, June 1  

Advanced reservations are required for all programs.  To make reservations call the Discovery Center at 734-
475-3170.   All programs are presented at the Eddy Discovery Center on Bush Road in the Waterloo Recreation Area.  To reach the 
Discovery Center take I-94 to exit 157, go north and follow the signs. 
 

All Waterloo Natural History Association sponsored programs are $2.00 per person or $5.00 per family.  Waterloo Natural His-
tory Association Members are admitted free.   A state park motor vehicle permit is required for entry.  Daily permit $6.00.  Annual 
permit $24.00.   

Live birds, reptiles and more will be 
featured in this informative program 
about the special adaptations that allow 
animals to survive in their habitats. 
 

Naturalist Jean McKim will bring a 
variety of animals for you to view up 
close.  Program Length 60 minutes. 

Nature’s Tank the Turtle 
2:00 p.m. Sunday June 8 

Rockhound Basics 
  2:00 p.m. Sunday, June 22  

Learn about ancient Michigan from 
looking at rocks.  Geologist Larry Bean 
will show you how to “read” the story 
told by rocks and help you to identify 
specimens at a local quarry.   
 

We will meet at the Discovery Center 
before driving to the quarry to do some 
collecting.  Program length 90 min-
utes.  

MEMBER’S CORNER  
 
The Waterloo Natural History Association gratefully acknowledges the support of the following new members and those who have 
recently renewed their memberships: 

 

Benefactor 
Jane Bishop 
 
Sustaining 
Peter & Grace Duren 
Donald Enderby 
Fisher Family 
Heather Issel 
Faith & Ralph Krug 
Jean Vargas 
 
Patron 
Tom & Shirley Lancaster 

 

Family 
Elizabeth Colvin 
Irene & Tim Eiseman 
Alex Foulis 
Andrew & Jean Ford 
John & Kathie Gourlay 
Karen & Bob Hoffman 
Barry Lonik 
John & Jean McKim 
Cristina Manly 
Todd Mears Family 
Newman/Eyster Family 
Mary Porter 
Carolyn Severson 
William & Cheryl Wells 
Rob & Lynn Wesson 

 

Students/Individuals/Seniors 
Ann Fulmer 
James Lane 
Jerry & Chris Wilczynski 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It’s Spring!!! 
Saturday, April 19  2:00 p.m. 

 

Astronomy 101 
Saturday, May  3,  11 a.m. & 2 p.m. 

This program will be and “out-of-this-
world” hands on learning experience 
about the earth, the moon and the solar 
system. 
 

Come Join in the Fun!!! 

 

 

Energy Alternatives for You 
Saturday, April 26 2:00 p.m. 

 

Learn the art of pressing flowers using some  
domestic flowers that will be provided. (no 
picking flowers in the park).   
 

Choose the flowers, design and type of 
craft, such as picture frame, book mark, etc. 
This craft makes a great Mother’s Day  gift! 
 

Join us to look at alternative energy 
sources, and discover how your family 
can incorporate current alternative en-
ergy sources in your everyday life. 
 
Hands on activities for the whole family 
will demonstrate the use of solar power. 

Rockin’ Rocks 
Saturday, May 17 11:00 a.m. 

Learn some of the facts about  the 
rocks outside the Discovery Center. 
 

Get a closer look at the unique rocks 
and minerals, fossils and geologic 
features in the Discovery Center 
collection and on the geology trail. 

 

DNR Staff Conducted Programs 
April through May 2008 

Making Pressed Flowers 
Saturday May 10  11:00 a.m. 

 

Programs Presented by the DNR Staff Are Free 
 

Advance Registration is required for all programs.   
To Register call 734-475-3170. 

 

A state park motor vehicle permit is required for entry.  A daily permit $6.00.   
The annual permit is $24.00, and provides admission to any Michigan State Park for the 2008 calendar year.  

Enjoy a spring walk along the Spring 
Pond Trail.  It’s a time of renewal, a 
time for wildlife to emerge from hiber-
nation. 
 

You will hear the frogs calling and your 
guide will point out interesting seasonal 
happenings only to be found in spring. 

What’s That Skull? 
Saturday April 5, 2:00 p.m.  

Find a mammal skull in your back yard?   
Bring it in and find out what it is!   
 
Learn how to identify skulls using a key, 
and how to examine a skull for clues to 
what the animal ate and how it lives. 

  



 

Official Newsletter of the Waterloo 
Natural History Association 

Waterloo Natural History Association 
17030 Bush Rd. 
Chelsea, MI  48118 


