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Building Hours

Once again the visitor build-
ing will operate a reduce
schedule for the winter sea
son as follows:

Tuesday—Friday 10:00 a.m
to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday - 10:00 a.m. tq
5:00 p.m.

Closes Sunday and Monday

These hours of operation will
be effective through April 18.
Thereafter the Center will
also be open on Sunday.

Trails and Grounds will be
available
From Dawn to Dusk Daily

Spring 2009

The male blue-winged teal (above) is one of the manyaterfowl species currently migrating through
the Waterloo Recreation Area. The map below shows e good viewing areas.
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WATERLOO RECREATION AREA
16345 MCCLURE ROAD

Waterloo Recreation Area Frane: (79 4756207
Waterfowl Viewing Areas

Visitor Center Phone: (734) 475-3170

1. Big Portage Lake Boat Launch. 2. Clear Lake County Park3. Pond Lily Lake 4. Mud Lake
5. Winnewana Impoundment Access 6. Crooked Lake AcceS#te 7. Cavanaugh Lake Park
8. Discovery Center & Mill Lake Access Site. Stop at Discovery Center for Larger Map.




Naturalist’s Niche TAMARACK & BLACK SPRUCE The Cedar Lake bog which is the bog

BOGS visitors can walk to from the visitor center,
CROWN JEWELS OF WATERLOO has been invaded by phragmites and red
BEECH-MAPLE FOREST Often occupying a glacial depression, maple, so that it is on a fast track to be-

Once a dominant plant community in paphagnum bog (named for its characterigtizning a forest. It has a small mid-section
tions of Michigan, the beech-maple forasiosses) conserves the cold of winter afdpen water.

characterizes a late stage in the succesas as an insulated microclimate. Here in

of forest life. Succession is the natuthis flat, low lying terrain of former glacialhough it is not the healthiest of bogs, it

sequence of change in the living (planiske basins, such tundra shrubs as leatkgh- boasts several species of orchids, the
animals, and microbes) and non-lividgaf can survive far south of their normaforementioned carnivorous plants, cran-
(soil, landform, and climate) componentange. In Waterloo, rare orchids and insdmsry, highbush blueberry, and other bog
of ecosystems over time. In the sowghting plants such as the pitcher plant guahts for visitors to view. Plus, it is great

central Lower Peninsula, just north stindew occur. A consistently high watier educating visitors about bogs and other
Waterloo, pre-settlement survey recori@ble favors certain conifers and bog shrubsique habitats. How many people have
indicate that American beech and sudgecause of the acid water and lack of oxagctually visited a bog? The Black spruce
maple were common on moist sites. gin, fish and many other forms of aqualiog in Waterloo is a national landmark; it

forest type that is now uncommon in tHife are generally absent; birds and maisvery unusual for a black spruce bog to be
area, the American beech and sugar map&és are mostly transient visitors from tlpeeserved in an area this far south.

forest occur in Waterloo on moist ridgessirrounding forest.
surrounded by swamps. The swal
protect the beech-maple forests from
periodic wildfires that were historicallyOr
common in this area. Red maple, ba
wood, hop-hornbeam, yellow birch, o

and black cherry often accompany t
beech and maple. Often heard and so
times seen, are several warbler spe
including the black-throated green T
bler. The pileated woodpecker is fr
guently seen in this forest type.

Be sure to visit Waterloo Recreation Area
égs display with great clarity the graduahd the Eddy Discovery Center this spring!
elopment of an area from open waterkiathy Kavanagh, Park Interpreter
ested land. First, a floating fringe of
)sses and sedges encircles the pool of
ater; then shrubby growth appears, sup-
Grted by the floating mass of vegetation
Gt penetrates farther toward the center.
ntually, a bog undergoing these changes
S out, its mosses become peat, and the
§|EJruces and larches surrounding the bog
invade the area.

Colorful DNR Living Resources Patches
Back in Stock in Discovery Center Gift Shop




Waterloo Natural History Association Programs
April — June 2009

Night of the Amphibians Hunters of the Sky Beyond Your Doorstep
8:00 p.m. Saturday, April 4 2:00 p.m. Sunday April 19 3:00 p.m. Sunday April 26

Join naturalist Tom Hodgson this evening j4in g for an up-close look at live ex-TV Host Peter Schriememill show
for a lively presentation fez_itun_ng frogs, amples of some of Michigan’s mosthow to discover critters living in your
toads, salamanders and quivering massegynressive raptors, including a Baldbackyard, sharing tips and tricks for safe
of amphibian eggs. Eagle. and fun encounters. He will present live
The program will conclude with a walk to animals, and show clips from his award-
a nearby pond to see and hear the frogFrancie Krawcke of the Leslie Sciencewinning Smithsonian Channel series
singing in the night. Bring a flashlight and Center will discuss the survival strate-"Critter Quest." Following the program,
dress for the weatherProgram length 90  gies of these magnificent birdsPro- he will lead asearch for critters outside.

minutes. gram length 60 minutes. Program length 60 minutes.
Strange Creatures of the Spring Incredible Edibles Walk Buzzing The Hive
Pond 2:00 p.m. Sunday, May 3 1:30 p.m. Saturday, May 9. 2:00 p.m. Sunday, May 31

Naturalist Tom Hodgson will introduce Come walk with wild edibles expert Join us for a fascinating look into the

you to many fascinating and little known Tom Jameson and get acquainted withives of honeybees with educator and bee-
creatures — from delicate fairy shrimp tosamples from Mother Nature’s kitchen keeper Jane Levy. Observe an actual
the fierce, predaceous diving beetles. Tom will share some of his recipes ancﬂ've' and learn how the bees build the

You will also learn how to find these crea-his gourmet cooking after the hike. Ci;ﬁdand W%rk éoglgtethe_lrl to _malf[ﬁ_ honey.
tures yourself and to “Pour-a-Pond” of Limited to 35 people. tidren and adutts witl enjoy this pro-

your own. Program length 60 minutes. Program length 90 minutes. gram with its hands-on actl_vlt|es.
Program length 60 minutes.

For More WNHA Programs, Turn the Page

If you wish to view this newsletter in color go vavw.wnha.org

You can view the web site with dial up, but will probablyedea high speed connection to view the newsletter




Waterloo Natural History Association Programs

Continued

Nature’s Tank, The Turtle
2;00 p.m. Sunday, June 14

Rock Hound Basics
2:00 p.m. Sunday, June 7

Remarkable Hummingbirds
200 p.m. Sunday, June 28

Learn about ancient Michigan from look- Naturalist Tom Hodgson will have live Hummingbirds are unique in the bird
ing at rocks. Geologist Larry Bean will Michigan turtles to show you in this world. They can’t walk, but can fly up,
show you how to “read” the story told by entertaining and educational presentadown, backwards, or hover in midair.
rocks and help you to identify specimens attion. Learn about hummingbirds from Allen
a local quarry. Chartier, author and hummingbird ban-
Learn about turtle biology and life cy- der. Following the talk, watch Allen
We will meet at the Discovery Center be- cles as well as what to do when turtlesattempt to capture and band humming-
fore driving to the quarry to do some col- are encountered in the wildProgram  birds. Program content geared to older
lecting. Program length 90 minutes. length 60 minutes. children and adults.Program length 60
minutes plus banding.

Advance reservations are required for all prograniso make reservations call the Discovery CenteB&t475-3170]
All programs are presented at the Eddy Discovery Cemid3ush Road in the Waterloo Recreation Area. To réeeibiscovery
Center take 1-94 to exit 157, go north and follow the sigh Waterloo Natural History Association sponsored programs are
$2.00 per person or $5.00 per familyVaterloo Natural History Association Members are admitteddr There is no charge fof
programs by DNR staff A state park motor vehicle permit is required for gntDaily permit $6.00. Annual permit $24.00.

MEMBER'S CORNER

The Waterloo Natural History Association gratefultkaowledges
the support of the following new members and those velve h
recently renewed their memberships:

Sweet Successl!!!

Lifetime Family, cont'd

Heather Lane Issel
Kathryn Issel

Benefactor

Jane Bishop

Tom & Sandra Jameson
Art & Lee Tremper

Vincent & Susan Brattin
Peggy Liggit & Rigel Bruening
Danielle Doyle

Michael & Amanda Ebbs

Irene Eiseman

Diana Newman & Jason Eyste
John & Kathie Gourlay

Patron Barry Lonik
Tom & Shirley Lancaster Wayne & Judith Petty
Sustaining Elsie Swanberg The fifteenth biennial Maple Syrup Festival was at-

Peter & Grace Duren
Donald Enderby

Ryan & Sarah Thompson
Wayne Uckele

tended by 350 people. All enjoyed the warm sun-
shine and the sweet taste of maple sap and syrup

Fisher Family Students/Individuals/Seniors products.
Family Allan & Deanna Malan Many thanks to WNHA Board Members and other

Steve Acevedo
Lisa Adams

Deanna McAlister
Tom Nienhaus

volunteers who made this event possible.




DNR Staff Conducted Programsagpril though June

Spring Into Gardening = \HAT'S HIP, HOT & GREEN? Brunch With the Bluebirds
11:00 a.m. Saturday, April 18 5.0 p.m. Saturday, April 25 11:00 a.m. Saturday, May 2

Discover the joy of gardening with master Discover how your family can incorporate - .: ;

. . Join us for refreshments (donation re-
ardener Sharon Sohoza! Learn abou - .
g hlternative energy sources into your eve quested) as we talk about bluebird natu-

preparing the soil, and seeds in new angy,qay life. . .

thesis, and tips on spring cleaning. StarA family hands-on activity will demon- We will also take a walk to nearby nest-
an herb or flower from seed to take home. strate the use of solar power. ing sites. Binoculars provided.

Pressed Flowers Where the Wild Things Live Guided Tour For Shutterbugs
11:00 a.m. Saturday, May 9  Saturday May 16, 10 am. -4 p.m 1to 5 p.m. Saturday May 30

Learn the art of pressing flowers usingEnjoy a variety of activities at the Discovdmateurs and professionals are invited to
domestic flower varieties provided for ery Center’s spring festival, including lating cameras for a driving tour to three
you. live animal program, celebration of Michbeautiful sites for nature photography in
foan week, bog walk, and more. Refreshe Waterloo Rec. Area.

Choose the flowers, design, and cra .
ments available for purchase.

you prefer — a great Mothers’ Day gift!

Birding Adventure
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday June 6

Coot Programs presented by the DNR staff aue
free. Advance registration is required fo
all programs unless otherwise specified.

To Register call 734-475-3170. A stat
park motor vehicle permit is required foi
entry.

A daily permit $6.00. The annual permit i
$24.00 and provides admission to ar;ﬂ;
Michigan State Park for the 2007 calend

year.
Find out about the unique characteristics
of birds and experience their behaviors All programs are presented at the Edd
. . - Discovery Center on Bush Road in th
first-hand vx_nth fun activities about our Waterloo Recreation Area. To reach th
feathered friends. Discovery Center take 1-94 to exit 157, gK

north and follow the signs.
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Spring Birds and Blooms In Waterloo Recreation Areg

These are some of the splashes of color that will decorate theitraVaterloo in April & May
To see this newsletter in color visit www.wnha.org

Yellow Warbler

Black Throated Green Warbler




Sweeping Changes Recommended in State Park Funding

In the 1970’s the Michigan State Park System was recajjage .
one of the top three in the country. During that peridiiGiafs
and dignitaries from all over the world visited theté/bo Rec-
reation Area and other Michigan State Parks to Ié&am our
example. The recession of the late seventies brougke tho
“glory days” to an end. At the time, 50% of the StRerk
Budget came from the state’s general fund, and themexstgh
permits and user fees.

By 1980 the general fund support was cut to 15%. In 2004 the
general fund support was reduced to zero, and the passyst
was left to subsist on motor vehicle permit revenues @aser
fees.

Waterloo Recreation Area is the largest state patkénlower
peninsula, and includes over 21,000 acres in Eastern Jackson
and Western Washtenaw Counties. Its developed fesiliti-
cludes modern campgrounds at Big Portage and Sugarloaf
Lakes, a rustic campground at Green Lake, a horsemanis-ca
ground on Loveland Road, Outdoor Centers and Mill and Cedar
Lakes, and the Discovery Center on Bush Road, numerous pub-
lic fishing and boat launching sites on local lakes. @oting
these facilities are 23 miles of hiking, biking, horseb riding

and nature trails that are also maintained by the pgafk sAn-

nual attendance at Waterloo is about 500,000.

In the 1970’s Waterloo had fifteen full time employees torope’
ate and maintain the above facilities. Today therdiaee The
Outdoor Center at Mill Lake has been closed for yeard,the
one at Cedar Lake has been leased to the Michigan United C’
servation Clubs. The remaining park staff strugglesamtain
the rest. Waterloo is not an exception, but is typigialvhat has
happened to the entire park system.

The Citizen's Committee for Michigan State Parks propos-

ing the following changes that could once again provide the
funding that has been missing for so many years. Tleegrar
posing that:

The existing Michigan state park resident motor vehicle
permit ($24 annually; $6 daily) be eliminated.

The existing Michigan boating access site permit ($24 an
ally; $6 daily) be eliminated.

An annual “State Park, Boating Access Site and Forest R
reation Passport” fee be assessed to access allt88

parks and recreation areas, including 5 state park tra'gates. The compliance rate in those states hasabeah70%.

1,007 boating access sites managed by the DNR, and the
State Forest Campground and Pathway System.

The fee would be a $10 charge per annual vehicle license
plate/registration, and $5 per motorcycle plate/redistra

on all Michigan Secretary of State registered passeregger v
hicles and motorcycles. This fee would be in addition to
current vehicle registration costs.

There would be an opt-out provision for those who cedif
that they did not want to support and would not use Michi-
gan’s outdoor recreation system and would not be visiting
any of the above-mentioned facilities.

The fee be adjusted annually for inflation based on the De-
troit Consumer Price Index (CPI), with 2009 being the base
year.

The revenues realized from this approach be divided as fol-
lows, once the estimated $10.7 million lost from reside
sales of state park motor vehicle permits (numbers based o
a three year average of actual sales), and the estilhatd
million from sales of Michigan boating access sitepts,

is replaced and the Secretary of State is allocatedtan e
mated 1% of all revenues for administering this program:

50% state park infrastructure

30% state park operations

10% local unit, matching development grants

7% State Forest Campground and Pathway System’s
operations and infrastructure

3% DNR cultural and historic park resources
infrastructure and operations

The non-resident state park motor vehicle permit ($29-annu
ally; $8 daily) requirement be retained.

The attached proposal be submitted to the Michigan State
Waterways Commission (MSWC), the Natural Resources
Commission (NRC), and the DNR Director for reviewlan
approval.

Once approved by the aforementioned, this proposal be
adopted by appropriate legislative and executive action, and
implemented prior to October 1, 2009 to provide a more
stable, secure, equitable and viable long-term funding
source for state parks and recreation areas (including thos
focused on historic and cultural resources), state forest
campgrounds and pathways, and local outdoor recreational
development needs.

'Ehce the extra fee is voluntary, it would take a 15% oéte
compliance to make up the revenues generated by the existing
efees and permits described above.

ilar funding plans have already been implemented irr othe
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Great Gift Items for Mother’s Day In the Discovei@enter Gift Shop

If Mom likes nature, she’ll love our new book selectiq

N

Perhaps These Novel Nature Ear Rings!!




