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Winter 2009 

Winter Building Hours 
 

Once again the visitor build-
ing will operate a reduced 
schedule for the winter sea-
son as follows: 
 
Tuesday—Friday  10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday  -  10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. 
   
Closes Sunday and Monday 
 
These hours of operation will 
be effective through April  21.   
Thereafter the Center will 
also be open on Sunday. 

 
Trails and Grounds will be 

available 
From Dawn to Dusk Daily 

 

Cooperative Venture Brings 
Tour Buses To Discovery Center 

Over the years, buses filled with tourists have 
occasionally stopped at the Phyllis Haehnle 
Audubon Sanctuary to witness the fall gather-
ings of greater sandhill cranes.  The Sanctuary 
is located on Seymour Road near the western 
end of the Waterloo Recreation Area.   
 
As eco-tourism has increased in popularity, so 
have the number of inquiries regarding bus 
tours.  However, one stop is not enough to 
create a destination point for bus tours.       
 
Realizing this, members of the  Haehnle Sanc-
tuary Management Committee created  
“Crane and Color Bus Tours” to be offered 
during October each year.   
 
The tour winds its way through the Waterloo 
Recreation Area’s scenic back roads to view 
the fall colors, pausing at local farm fields to 
see flocks of feeding cranes.  Its final stop is at 
the Haehnle Sanctuary to view 3,000 to 4,000 
cranes as they come in to roost for the night. 

A volunteer from the Jackson Audubon rides 
each bus  as a “step on guide” to provide a run-
ning narrative for the tour. 
 
The objectives of the tours were to increase pub-
lic awareness of the Haehnle Sanctuary and the 
greater sandhill crane, generate revenue to help 
manage the Sanctuary, and bring both profit and 
nonprofit groups together to make the area a day 
trip destination for bus tour companies.   
 
This year the entities participating in the tours, 
in addition to Jackson Audubon, were The Ge-
rald E. Eddy Discovery Center, The Waterloo 
Historical Society, the Sandhill Crane Vine-
yards, and Darwins’s Stained Glass Company.  
 
Jackson Audubon members Ron Hoffman, Gary 
Siegrist and Tom Hodgson collaborated to create 
a power point program called “Journey of the 
Cranes” to tell the story of the greater sandhill 
cranes and the Phyllis Haehnle Sanctuary.   
 
 
 

This year three tour buses came to the Discovery Center as part of a cooperative effort of several local 
organizations and businesses to develop the Waterloo Area into a destination for day trips. 

(Continued on page 2) 



Each bus arrived at the Gerald E. Eddy 
Discovery Center at 9:00 a.m. The pas-
sengers disembarked and met their step-
on guide. They toured the Discovery Cen-
ter, shopped in the gift shop,  and viewed 
the  “Journey of the Cranes” program in 
the auditorium.   
 
Next  they returned to the bus for a back 
roads color tour of the Waterloo Recrea-
tion Area. The step-on guide provided a 
running commentary en route. 
 
The next stop was the Waterloo Farm 
Museum and Dewey School.  There, Wa-
terloo Historical Society docents provided 
guided tours. 
 
Then it was on  to the Sandhill Crane 
Vineyard.  En route the passengers en-
joyed more fall colors and stopped to see 
cranes feeding in the fields.   The Sandhill 
Crane Vineyard provided lunch and wine 
tasting activities.  
 
The fourth stop on the trip was Darwin’s 
Stained Glass Company, where partici-
pants learned about the art of making 
stained glass, and got to try their hand 
operating restored antique slot machines 
(using coins provided at the site).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although not sighted on the bus tours, the 
whooping crane (far right) that visited the 
Waterloo Area in the fall of 2007, re-
turned again this year. 
 

In fact he was one of three whooping 
cranes spotted in Michigan in 2008.   He 
is now nearly 5 years old and reaching 
breeding age.  It is hoped he will find a 
mate over the winter and bring her back  

 
 
After leaving Darwin’s, the remainder of 
the afternoon was spent viewing cranes in 
the fields and enjoying more fall color.  
The last stop of the day was at the Haehnle 
Sanctuary to view the cranes coming in to 
roost for the night. 
 
The tours were well received.  There were  
just three buses booked this fall, but ten are 
already booked for next year.  Everyone 
involved benefitted.  The tour guides were 
paid $100 per bus, which was then donated 
to the Haehnle Sanctuary.   
 
The Waterloo Historical Society was paid 
for the docent services they provided.  The 
Sandhill Crane Vineyard was paid to cater 
the lunch, and also sold many bottles of 
wine. 
 
The gift shop at Dawin’s was especially 
popular, and many tourists were able to get 
a jump on their Christmas shopping. 
 
The Discovery Center was able to add 150 
people to its attendance figures for the 
month.  Sales were brisk at the Center’s 
gift shop as well.   Working together en-
abled all involved to tap into a market they 
may not have been able to attract on their 
own.  A great time was had by all!  

 
 

to Michigan.  The Phyllis Haehnle Audu-
bon Sanctuary provides ideal nesting habi-
tat for the whooping crane. 
 

It will be exciting to have such a rare bird 
nesting in Michigan.  Should we be so for-
tunate to have a pair nesting at the Sanctu-
ary, “craniacs” from all over will flock to 
see them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     
 

Bus Tours, continued from page 1 

These dancing cranes put on a show for the 
bus tour participants. 

The Dewey School brought back memories 
for those who had attended a one room 
school house in their youth.  

The lunch and wine tasting event was a time 
to relax and enjoy home made soup, and 
local wines at the Sandhill Crane Vineyard 

Groups of 100 or more cranes were seen in 
the fields during the tour. 

A variety of fall foliage, including this poison 
sumac, provided a feast of color for the eyes. 

The Whooping Crane Returns!!! 



Bats of the World 
2:00 p.m. Saturday January 24 

Step into the world of bats with this exciting 
presentation from the Organization for Bat 
Conservation.  See a variety of bats up close, 
including a “flying fox” and a rare African 
bat with a 4-foot wingspan.  Learn how they 
produce sound waves, what they eat, where 
they live and what we can do to protect their 
habitats. Program length 60 minutes.  
 

 

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with Paul 
McCormack and his lovable animals.  
Paul will bring a variety of live animals 
for his humorous, interactive presenta-
tion that all ages will enjoy.  You will 
have the opportunity to see and touch 
these animals while learning about their 
natural history.  Program length 60 
minutes 
 

 Skins, Scats and Skulls 
2:00 p.m. Saturday February 21 

 MAPLE SUGAR FESTIVAL:  10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, March 14-15  

It’s time for that traditional rite of spring – 
tapping maple trees.  See demonstrations of 
the whole process of making maple syrup 
from collecting the sap to the evaporation 
process.  A film will show visitors the old-
time methods used to make maple syrup.  
Maple products will be available for pur-
chase. 

In this hands-on program, naturalist and 
educator Dave Szczygiel will bring his  
collection of animal skins and skulls, 
and other objects they leave behind.  
Learn how  creatures use their special-
ized body parts for survival.  Following 
the program there will be an optional 
outdoor walk to look for evidence of 
animals.  Program length 60 minutes. 

Tropical Nature’s Animals 
2:00 p.m. Saturday March 28 

Waterloo Natural History Association Programs 
January  -  March 2009 

Animals that will Warm Your Heart 
2:00 p.m. Saturday February 14 

Advance reservations are required for all programs.  To make reservations call the Discovery Center at 734-
475-3170.   All programs are presented at the Eddy Discovery Center on Bush Road in the Waterloo Recreation Area.  To reach the 
Discovery Center take I-94 to exit 157, go north and follow the signs. 
 

All Waterloo Natural History Association sponsored programs are $2.00 per person or $5.00 per family.  Waterloo Natural His-
tory Association Members are admitted free.   There is no charge for programs by DNR staff.  A state park motor vehicle permit is 
required for entry.  Daily permit $6.00.  Annual permit $24.00.   

Take a trip through tropical nature with 
Science Alive to meet some of Earth’s 
most amazing animals.  In this family 
program, you will get acquainted with a 
variety of live animals from the rainfor-
est and learn how all life there is inter-
twined.  Program length 60 minutes. 



Make Your Own Snowshoes 
Saturday January 10, 10am-5pm 

Snowshoeing 
1-3 p.m. Saturday January 17 

  Get out and snowshoe!  Join us for a 
short history of snowshoeing in Michi-
gan, after which, we will hit the trails.  
(If there is no snow, plan to hike) 

 

Ice Boats—Everything You Ever 
Wanted to Know 

2:00p.m. Saturday February 7  

See a vintage 1960s DN (Detroit News) 
Iceboat on display.  We will discover 
what brought these fast and sleek crafts to 
the great lakes region.   
 

Veteran iceboat builder, Mel Nichols, 
gives expert advice on building iceboats.  

 

The Case of the Missing Groundhog 
2:00 p.m. Saturday January 31 

 

This is a great time of year for finding your 
way in the woods.   
 
Challenge yourself to an afternoon adven-
ture in the forest.  Compass provided. 
    

Join the Discovery Center Puppets for 
this fun puppet show and discover what 
happened to groundhog, alias wood-
chuck.   
 
Mr. Groundhog came up missing last 
November and has not been seen since!   

Make Your Own Telescope! 
1:00 p.m. Saturday March 7 

The sky’s the limit as you join in to 
celebrate our galaxy, Milky Way, and 
millions of stars by making your own 
telescope.  

 

DNR Staff Conducted Programs 
January  -  March 2009 

Winter Orienteering 
1:00 p.m. Saturday February 28 

 
Signs of Spring 

2:00 p.m. Saturday March 21 
 

Take a leisurely walk along the Spring 
Pond Trail as we look for the cues that 
signal the approaching season of renewal.  
How exciting to observe the ushering in of  
Spring!     

 

Programs presented by the DNR staff 
are free.  Advance Registration is 
required for all programs.  To Regis-
ter call 734-475-3170. 
 

A state park motor vehicle permit is 
required for entry.  A daily permit 
$6.00.  The annual permit is $24.00 
and provides admission to any Michi-
gan State Park for the 2007 calendar 
year.  

Join us for a snowshoe workshop.  We will 
start with pre-made frame, Huron Snow-
shoe style, and complete the construction 
while we learn more of the history and 
modern day application of snowshoeing. 
 
  Pre-registration required; workshop 
and snowshoes fee, $160.  
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Tom Jameson tells visitors the story of the sugar bush (above). 

Maple sugar candy, 
maple syrup and maple 
cream.  Mmmm Good!!! 

Below, Gregg Burg explains the evaporation process. 

By March most of us are  SICK OF WINTER, and    
are suffering severe cases of cabin fever.  For nearly 
thirty years, the Waterloo Natural History Associa-
tion has been offering a spring tonic that is sure to 
cure.  This medicine is not hard to swallow, as it in-
cludes sweet maple syrup and maple sugar candy.  
 

Native Americans called this the time of the “Maple 
Moon,” because this was the time sap was flowing in 
the maple trees, and was ready for harvest.  There are 
many species of maple.  All yield a sweet sap that 
can be turned into maple syrup, but some are better 
than others.   
 

The sap of sugar  and black maples have the highest 
sugar content.  Even so, it takes 40 gallons of their 
sap to make one gallon of syrup.  If you use the sap 
of some of the other species, it will take even more. 
 

Come be a witness to this right of spring.   We’ll take 
you to the sugar bush to see the sap flow and to taste 
its mild sweetness.  You’ll also get a chance to taste 
the finished product and experience the difference. 
 
Maple products will also be on sale in the gift shop, 
including maple syrup, maple cream and maple sugar 
candy.  See you there!!! 

Below, visitors see how sap was boiled the old fashion 
way. 



A Message From the Chair  
 
 
The WNHA had another great year in 
2008, as always capped off by our very 
enjoyable annual meeting and potluck last 
month.   
 

The attendance was increased, the food 
provided was outstanding and, after a 
brief business meeting to elect board 
members for 2009, we were treated to a 
fascinating program featuring exotic live 
animals and the magic of Mark Rosenthal. 
(If anyone can tell me where that hedge-
hog went that he caused to disappear - 
please let me know!  I’ve seen Mark do it 
twice and I still have no clue!) 
 

The WNHA board had some changes this 
year due to the resignation of Mary 
Waldyke after 21 years of service.  John 
Lixey volunteered to keep track of mem-
bership renewals and has done a great job.  
The newest member of the board is Jenni-
fer Puntenney, and she has been a wel-
come addition. 
 

The association membership has re-
mained strong - some members have not 
renewed but there have been several new 
families who have recently joined.   

 
 
 
Financially we are again slightly ahead of 
where we had budgeted for the year.  Gift 
shop sales this year will probably exceed 
our target for the past two years, even 
though not as many school groups have 
made purchases.   
 
The help of the Discovery Center staff in 
making the gift shop available at times 
when WNHA volunteers were not there 
has certainly been a big factor.  
 
The weekend programs sponsored by the 
WNHA have continued to be exemplary, 
and prove to be the greatest attraction for 
new memberships.   
 
Our biennial Maple Syrup Festival, which 
has been a major attraction since it was 
initiated in the early 1980's, will be fea-
tured again this spring, so we’ll hope to 
see you there.   
 
Finally, as Chairperson of the WNHA 
board, I wish to again thank all those who 
have contributed to the success of the 
organization this year.   

 
 
 
All the members of the board, our offi-
cers, our volunteers, those who schedule 
such wonderful weekend programs, keep 
track of members, take charge of the gift 
shop, do the newsletter, volunteer in the 
gift shop, present programs or help in any 
way are deeply appreciated.  Thanks for  
all that you have done. 
 
Tom Jameson 
Chairperson 
  

MEMBER’S CORNER   

The Waterloo Natural History Association 
is especially appreciative of its Lifetime 
Members: 
 
Dorothy Blanchard 
Bill & Mary Browning 
Vince & Shirley Burg 
Tom & Sharon Hodgson 
Len Niehoff 
Ray & Alice Steinbach 
Sally A. Stommen, D.D.S. 
Jerry & Mary Waldyke  

The Waterloo Natural History Association 
also gratefully acknowledges the support of 
the following new members and those who 
have recently renewed their memberships: 
 

Benefactor 
Jean M. Vargas 
 

Organization 
Midwest Mineralogical & Lapidary Soc.  
 

Sustaining 
Drs. Art & Elizabeth Beaudoin 
Gregg & Laurie Burg 
Joseph & Lorin Kummer  

Family 
Barbara Boughen & William Hassel 
Angela Johnson & Dave Beck 
Tim Marvin 
Alexandra Moore 
Sreenivasa Parchuri 
Jennifer Puntenney 
Karen Reid 
Henry & Patsy Schmidt 
David & Elvera Shappirio 
Susanne VandenBosch 
Katie Wait 
Susan Zale 

Individuals/Seniors 
Robert Clayton 
Heidi Doman 
Ann Fulmer 
Diane Good 
Meg Gower 
Catherine Jones 
Elizabeth Kinney 
Audrey Kowalk 
James & Theresa Magyari 
Michael McEvoy 
Mike Nugent 
Valerie Scho Carey  



Winter in Waterloo can be beautiful, as 
witnessed this November by the snow 
laden trees   lining trails and roads.  It also 
brings many opportunities to enjoy the 
outdoors.  If you have not tried skiing or 
snowshoeing, you are missing a lot of fun 
and great exercise.  If you have your own 
equipment, you are all set…just add 
snow!  If you don’t, there are several op-
tions.  Perhaps, you will join our snow-
shoe-making workshop which will take 
place on January 10th.   
 

If you prefer to rent, REI (Recreational 
Equipment Incorporated), a new store 
located in Ann Arbor, rents equipment, 
both skis and snowshoes for adults and 
children.  Rental cost for skis for the first 
day is $24 for adults and $18 for juniors, 
$6 for the 2nd day. 
 

(There is a 20% discount on rentals for 
REI members.)  If there’s no snow, a 
walk in the woods in winter can be a great 
time to see birds and other animals that 
stay active during the winter months, 
most mammals, including minks, which 
can cover some distance in search of 
food.  

 
 
 
When you are spending time outdoors, 
especially in winter, there are some tips to 
keep in mind.  Wearing a hat can help re-
tain at least 60% more of your body heat.    
 To stay warm in winter keep in mind the 
word COLD:   
 
C is for Clothing with proper loft to trap 
air, hence insulating your body and pre-
venting moisture build-up.   
 
O is for avoiding Overheating that causes 
you to sweat-as sweat evaporates it draws 
heat from your body causing chilling.   
 
L is for (you guessed it) Layers to keep 
you warm by trapping air between them:  
add or remove layers to regulate your body 
temperature.  
 
D is for Dry which is key when it comes to 
clothing, sleeping bags, etc.  Most wet 
clothing loses 90% of its insulating value.  
Wool, Thinsulate, and a few other materi-
als can keep you somewhat warm even 
when wet, but, obviously, it’s best to stay 
dry.  

 
 
 
Go, Get Outdoors, and Enjoy the Winter 
Season! 
 
The Eddy Discovery Center is closed 
each December for annual maintenance.  
We will re-open on Friday, January 2nd.  
Winter hours are from January 2nd 
through April 18th, Open Tuesday thru 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Beginning 
April 19th, the Sunday after Easter, the 
center will re-open on Sundays from 12 
noon to 5 p.m. (and will remain open 
Tuesday thru Sunday until we close on 
Thanksgiving Day, 2009) 
 
Kathy Kavanagh 
Park Interpreter 

Naturalist’s Niche 

Now is the Time to Stop Tent Caterpillars  

The shiny little lump above looks harmless enough, but it 
really is a time bomb waiting to explode on both wild and 
domestic tree species including wild cherry, apple, and crab-
apple. They may also be found on hawthorn, maple, cherry, 
peach, pear and plum.  This is an egg mass that will turn into 
150 to 400 caterpillars in the spring.   It is about 1/2 to 3/4 
inch long and usually located on a small twig or branch fairly 
close to the ground.  

The larvae, above emerge just as the trees are leafing out.  A 
large colony can completely defoliate a small tree.  Most trees 
will recover, but any growth and fruit production for the year is 
usually lost or much reduced.  
 

The simplest way  avoid the problem is to locate and remove the 
egg masses in the winter.   They are easy to spot on the bare 
branches and can be quickly removed.  No egg masses, no cater-
pillars, no bare fruit trees! 
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