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Tom Jameson leading a walk
to the sugar bush during the .
Maple Syrup Festival . ¥ -

_.J‘:

Winter Building Hours

Once again the visitor build-
ing will operate a reduce
schedule for the winter sea
son as follows:

Tuesday—Friday 10:00 a.m
to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday -
5:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m. td

Closes Sunday and Monday

These hours of operation will
be effective through April 21.
Thereafter the Center will
also be open on Sunday.

Trails and Grounds will be
available
From Dawn to Dusk Daily

A Message From the Chairman

It is with mixed feelings that | recently an- The attendance was good, the food provided
nounced that | will be retiring from the was outstanding and, after a brief business
WNHA board after serving for 27 years. Imeeting to elect board members for 2010,
have been privileged to have met and workedie were treated to a fascinating historical
with many wonderful, talented, and commit-program about the Civilian Conservation

ted people during my years as chairpersorCorps presented by Michael Deren, which
newsletter publisher, program organizer anéhcluded extensive audience participation!

in all the capacities | have served during mySome of us were more involved that oth-
time on the board. ers!) If you ever have the opportunity to see

| am happy to have made many new frieng®ne of Mich_ael Deren’s various historical

ships through my association with thePro9rams I highly recommend them.

WNHA which will continue in the coming The WNHA board voted to extend a life

years, and plan to continue to be involved ilTmembership to Tom Lancaster in recogni-
the program aspects, so look for me at th&on of his service on the board and leader-
spring and fall edible wild plant walks andship in various projects including design

also in maple syrup season. and construction of the observation deck at

The WNHA had another great year in 200gthe Discovery Center. The vacancy on the

as always capped off by our very enjoyapl?0ard created by my departure was filled
annual %eetinpgpand potlzck last myontfi. Y W.'th _the electlc_)n of WNHA member Peggy
Liggit to serve in 2010.

(Continued on page 2)



Message from the Chairmagontd)

The association membership remains strong - someberam | encourage you to take advantage of the facilities|stemd
have not renewed but there have been several newidamilprograms presented at Waterloo by both the WNHA ard th
who have recently joined. Financially we are propdééling Discovery Center staff. Finally, as the soon-to ltiza@ Chair-
the effects of the economic downturn, as gift shopssate person of the WNHA board, | wish to again thank all thoke

considerably below those of a year ago.

We were able to provide two of the new exhibit casehén
center and also recently replaced the copier in theephbut
our expenses have exceeded our income so far this yea

about $5000. Any donations to help the WNHA (a 501.c.4
organization) will be gladly accepted, and the budget fer tH"

coming year will have to be considered carefully.

The weekend programs sponsored by the WNHA have cont
ued to be exemplary, and prove to be the greatesttaitra
for new memberships.

have contributed to the success of the organization thisayel
every year.

he members of the board, our officers, our volurgethrose
o find such wonderful weekend programs, keep track of
embers, take charge of the gift shop, do the newsletikm-
teer in the gift shop, present programs or help inway are
deeply appreciated. Thanks for all that you have done.
in-
Tom Jameson

Creature Feature . . . Yes, There Really is a Snipe!

The “snipe hunt” is a trick played on novice campers ate
sent out in the middle of the night with a pair of$eshoes and

a burlap sack. They are told that clanging the horsesioees incubates

gether will attract a snipe that can then be caught irsdlk.
Of course it doesn’t work. As a result many people doe-t
lieve that snipe really exist.

The snipe is a real game bird, but its zigzag flight makesa

of the most difficult to shoot. Only the most skille@rksmen

are successful in bringing one down. Those hunters th#tiex
such skills are called snipers, a term later adopted bynilne

tary.

Wilson’s Snipe as it is officially called, is a rathehunky
shorebird, with a short neck and short legs. Its lotigshiexi-

ble. The tip can be opened and closed with no moveai¢hée
base of the bill. Sensory pits at the tip of thedllibw the snipe
to feel its prey deep in the mud. Feeding involves ppdieep

into the mud for hidden invertebrates, mollusks, and &rusttuber

ceans.

When the cranes are making their return to the \Matéxrea in
spring, so is the Wilson’s Snipe. It's courtship soundsoéien
overlooked , however, as they are they are softer ttheuboom-
ing calls of the sandhill crane.

This hollow, low whistled sound called “winnowing” issed by
the males to defend their territories and attract méités not a
vocal sound, but rather is produced by air flowing over tite o
stretched tail feathers. The outer tail feathersgaeatly modi-
fied to produce the sound and are thin and curved. Tinedso
produced is a rapid whoop, whoop, whoop, whoop.

If you visit one of the larger marshes in the Waterloo fea
this spring, you may hear these courtship sounds and seet
males flying high above the marsh.

Females build their nests on grass or sedge hummocdkslong
the edge of the marsh. The nest is a shallow deprekseuh
with moss, leaves, and grass, sometimes with plants ditmae
woven in a ca -

opy. The femal
lays 4 eggs al
the
by herself for 14
to 20 days. Th
young leave th
nest shortly afte
hatching, an¢®
both parents ter] *=
the brood, oftef ¥
splitting  the
group and eag
taking one or twi
young.

m

(Right) A snipe| 4L &
grasps a ‘%i‘,."

in its 9
flexible bill.



Naturalist's Niche

Greetings to all from the Eddy Discovery Center. Iswgaod  Our critter room in winter, although sans live anispdlas sev-
to see so many of you at the members annual potluck in Ne@ral interactive displays on skulls, antlers, owls, andentor
vember. We all enjoyed taking an active part in Michaelcome in the New Year. Another winter exhibit of ddigan
Deren’s historical ‘Civilian Conservation Corps’ peagation. squirrels is in the center main exhibit room. It corgaimounts

Speaking of November, Thanksgiving and Christmas holidaysOf th_e Fox, Gre_ly, Red,_ a_nd Southern Flying Squirrels_. s
ﬁ[re interested in the distinct characteristics amongdhuerels,

where did they 2009 go? Though it seemed to go by quickly, . _ : . S .
has been a good year in many ways. We began 2009 progral d |r_1|dsge|ng the_ ﬂylng squwrlel Igh.'Ch IS not (I)ften obsf Ln
ming with a focus on enjoying winter outdoor activitiasd in '€ Wild because it is nocturnal. Flying squirrelsreany of the

January, 2010, we will keep that theme going by offering game foods as Othef squwr_els; _stor_ed nuts and acorrtheare
snowshoe-making workshop and cross-country skiing prograntaPl€ foods of the flying squirrel in winter.

Park staff and visitor center staff work during Decemto get

is now the park interpreter at Ludington State Parl, lva maintenance th_at Is dor_1e_on|y on a sea;onal basis_ded_1p|e
conducting the snowshoe workshop. Seasoned snowshoe maﬁFFh as plastering or painting, and the taking apart of eib

that he is, Alan travels to several visitor centereézh people Cean and change contents. As always, in December we have

how to make their own snowshoes, weaving a traditistyle thed carpet c!eaned professionally. We also take d‘“‘f“*’fﬁ;‘
wooden snowshoe using white ash kits. and reorganize our storage areas, so we are readgito

programming once again in January.

The former visitor center park interpreter, Alan Wadte, who

If you already have snowshoes, or want to rent them fREI

(Recreational Equipment Incorporated, Ann Arbor) fordhg,

join us on February 6, for snowshoeing on a trail araiwed
center. (If there’s no snow, we’ll take a fun winléke along
the trail.) Also, in February, you can experience witéen-

teering, a very practical skill to develop.

The Eddy Discovery Center is closed each December faradnn
maintenance, but this year we are open Saturdays, Decé&n

12 and 19, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. On Saturday, Januahge?2,
Discovery Center regular Winter Hours begin, Open Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Looking forward to seeing

you at the Discovery Center this winter!
WNHA began 2009 with live animal programs, and in 2010

there is an exciting new line-up of guests presentiey dini- Wishing you a Wonderful New Year!
mals from around the world during the first three mordhs Kathy Kavanagh

2010! Be sure to register, so we have an idea of how marFyark Interpreter

people to expect, and we do need a minimum of six attendees

in order to run the snowshoe workshop.

MEMBER'S CORNER

The Waterloo Natural History Associa-We are also gratefully acknowledge the sup-EFamily cont’d.
tion is especially appreciative of its Life-port of the following new members and Aoy Foulis
time Members those who have recently renewed theirj a0 0 Gerald Levy

Dorothy Blanchard

Bill & Mary Browning
Vince & Shirley Burg
Tom & Sharon Hodgson
Heather Issel

Kathryn Issel

Tom & Shirley Lancaster
Len Niehoff

Ray & Alice Steinbach

Sally A. Stommen, D.D.S.

Jerry & Mary Waldyke

memberships:

Sustaining

Linda Allen

Nancy Edminster
Faith & Ralph Krug
Jim & Katie Wait

Organizational

Midwest Mineralogical & Lapidary Soc.

Patron

Drs. Art & Elizabeth Beaudoin
David & Elvera Shappirio
John & Carol Strahler

Family

Jeanne Adwani
Mark Chasteen

Kathy Mahoney

Tim & Anne Marvin
Alexandra Moore

Mike Nugent

Jennifer Puntenney
Henry & Patsy Schmidt
Carolyn Severson
Melissa Stark

Janice Taylor

Barbara Webb

Individuals/Seniors

Melvin Conley

Ed Dawson

Barb De Longchamp
Jackie Frank

Diane Good

Meg Gower
Elizabeth Kinney
Audrey Kowalk



DNR Staff Conducted ProgramSsanuary - march 2010

Ski Cross Country Make Your Own Snowshoes Mystery of the Missing
2:00-3:00p.m. Saturday January 16 10a.m.—4p.m. Sunday, January 17 Groundhog

2:00 p.m. Saturday January 30

Join us for a class on the basics of crosdRarticipants in this one-day workshopMr. Groundhog came up missing in No-
country skiing and take a refreshing ski toumwill weave a traditional-style white ash vember and has not been seen since.
of the trails near the Discovery Center. pair of snowshoes that will last generafind out what happened to groundhog,
After our ski, enjoy hot chocolate and Cof_tions. a}lias woodchuck, during this investiga-
fee while learning about the best skiing opThe $160 fee will cover all materials V€ Program.Length, One Hour.
portunities in our Michigan State Parks. and instruction. Class size is limited

and registration is required. Bring
your own lunch.

ICE BOATING, Quiet and Fast! SNOWSHOEING WINTER ORIENTEERING
11:00 a.m. — 2: p.m. Saturday, February 6. 2:00 — 3:00 p.m. Saturday, February 6.  1:00 p.m. Saturday, February 13.

Whipping across the ice using nature’s windset out and snowshoe! Join us for Winter is a great time of year for finding
power describes the ice boating adventureshort history of snowshoeing in Michi-your way in the woods. Challenge your-
Our guest presenters Mel Nichols, explainingyan, after which, we will hit the trails. self to an afternoon adventure in the for-

the ice boat building process, and BruceBring your own snowshoes. est. This is a program for all ages.
Brown, world class racer, will be talking Compass provided Program length 60
about the racing experience. (If there is no snow, plan to hike) minutes.

Advance reservations are required for all progrants.make reservations call the Discovery Center &t
734-475-3170. All programs are presented at the Eddy Disc@esrter on Bush Road in the Waterloo Recreation Afea.
reach the Discovery Center take 1-94 to exit 157, go rasthfollow the signs.

There is no charge for programs by DNR staff state park motor vehicle permit is required for enaily permit $6.00.
Annual permit $24.00.




DNR Staff Conducted Programs (cont’'d)

January - March 2010

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY TODAY : SPRING INTO GARDENING

SPRING AWAKENING :
2:00 — 3:00 p.m. Saturday, February 20. 2:00 — 3:00 p.m. Saturday, March 6

2:00 — 3:00 p.m. Saturday, March 20.

Discover how your family can incorporate Discover the joy of gardening with Take a brisk spring walk along the trails
alternative energy sources in your home bynaster gardener Sharon Sohoza. Learas we observe the cues that signal the
learning about technologies and resourcefiow to prepare the soil and the secretapproaching season of renewal.
Participate in a hands-on activity using solaof seed starting. Plant an herb seed to

power take home.

Waterloo Natural History Association Programs

January Through March 2010

CONSERVANCY CREATURES WILDLIFE SAFARI MAPLE SYRUP MAKING
2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Saturday, January 23.  2:00 — 3:00 p.m. Saturday, Fety. From the Tree to the Pancake
' 1:30 — 3:00 p.m. Saturday, March 13.

. Steve Marsh of the Creature Conservdein us for a hands-on introduction to affter viewing the movie “Maple Sugar
tory will bring some of his rescued exotiazinusual selection of live animals fronfarmer,” naturalist Tom Jameson will
animals, including an awesome Eaglaround the world brought by Nelson, thehare his expertise for do-it-yourself
Owl, a slow-moving sloth, and “Al” the Animal Guy, of the Wildlife Safari Com-maple syrup makingHe will conclude
alligator. Enjoy seeing these fascinatingany. Nelson will emphasize the imporby leading a shosvalk into the woods to
animals up close, and learn the secretstahce of habitat conservation as he educagtow how to identify maple trees and to
their survival in their natural homes. and entertains all ages. demonstrate proper tapping techniques

FROZEN FROGS & TROPICAL RAIN- Advance Registration is required fo
FORESTS: 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Sat. March 29| all programs. To Register call 734

Randy Baker of Naturalist Endeavors II475'3170-
give us a close look at a number of live

mals from the Americas. .
! $5.00 per family. Waterloo Natura

IAdmission is $2.00 per person Oﬂ

History Association members ar

important for rainforest survival and wh admitted free.

Learn why healthy habitats in Michigan all/e
rainforest survival is important to Michigar




The Sandhill Crane’s

Remarkable Recovery
By Ron Hoffman

Sandhill Cranes were considered common in Michigaaor po
the 1880s, but by the early 1900s ornithologist feared thg¢
would become extirpated. Lawrence Walkinshaw, a world a
thority on cranes, estimated only 17 pairs survivedourtiern
Michigan in 1931 and fewer than 100 pairs in the Upper Peni
sula. From those alarming low numbers the population éas
bounded now to more than 18,000.

Two Michigan Audubon sanctuaries, Bernard Baker Sanctua
in Calhoun County and Phyllis Haehnle Sanctuary in Jacks
County, have significantly contributed to this remarkabtov-
ery. Walkinshaw documented that cranes were barely sogvivi
at both areas before becoming sanctuaries. He foundoeky
cranes at Baker in 1921 and three more at Haehnle in 1935.
tablishing Baker as a sanctuary in 1941 and Haehnle in 19%
not only provided breeding habitat, but also protectionnduri
the fall waterfowl hunting season. By 1955 these two sanctug
ies harbored 21% of 204 sandhills found in southern Michigal
Their combined acreage is only 2.9 square miles, yet dhey
tracted on average 50% of the cranes during fall staging
Michigan. One has to wonder what the crane population wou
be today if these two properties had not become saregua
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Pair of sandhill cranes photographed along the shore of
Mill Lake near the Discovery Center.

An Adult Crane and hatchling on a nest in Big Portage
Marsh in the Waterloo Recreation Area

Monitoring population levels is basic to understanding the
status of a species. Since 1979 “craniacs” in Michigam hav
participated in a fall survey that estimates the simbteend

of the eastern population of Greater Sandhill Cranes. Th
U.S. Fish and Wildlife coordinates the survey throughout
eastern North America. Last year, counters tallied 44,00
sandhills in the eastern population including 58 Michigan
cooperators who found 17,747 cranes. Baker Sanctuary alone
attracted 7,292 cranes, the largest concentration indtee s

The number of cranes counted in 2008 was 7 % less than in
2007 (see table). Two factors had a major effect on last
year’s count. First, cooperators were unable to viaijisg
areas in several counties that normally harbor cranes.

Secondly, a rain event during September flooded many night
roosts forcing cranes to disperse to areas not norreaih
veyed. For example, the Haehnle Sanctuary normallyctdtra
more a couple of thousand cranes only had 395, while 2,530
were counted roosting in nearby flooded fields. It is sus-
pected that some cranes went undetected at other non-

traditional roosts. (continued on opposite page



Remarkable Recovery

(Continued)

Additional records for 2007 were submitted after results

were published. Inclusion of those records increased the
number of cranes counted in 2007 from 16,707 previously
reported to the corrected number of 19,704. Changes in the
2007 count are in bold print in the accompanying table.

Michigan cooperators also found three Whooping Cranes;
a female with 50 sandhills in Ogemaw County, a female
accompanying 453 sandhills in Kalamazoo County and a
male with 1,200 sandhills in Jackson County. A fourth
whooper was in Allegan County, but not found during the
fall survey.

Help is needed for the 2010 fall Sandhill Crane survey,

especially in counties missed last year. This is anrppoThis adult crane was incubating eggs in April 2009 on Mill lake.
nity for “citizen scientists” to make a significantntgbu- | Two pairs of cranes have been nesting near the DiscoyeCenter
tion to our understanding of cranes. People interestedoinseveral years. Their camouflage coloring makes themiféicult
helping can contact me, Ron Hoffmanrabandjoanhoff- | to detect.

man@yahoo.coror at 517-769-6891.

Results of Michigan Fall Survey of Sandhill
Cranes, 2007-2008.
Number Cranes
County 2007 2008

Allegan 137
Barry 1,635 1,332
Branch 111 91
Calhoun 9,157 8,300
Cass 1,177 1,761
Clinton 33 0
Genesee 200 212
Gratiot 13 3
Hillsdale 40 73
Jackson 3,604 3,962
Kalamazoo 761 776
Lapeer 65 70
Livingston 1,170 455
Missaukee 0

These cranes were photographed feeding in a field pn Montcalm 125

Harvey Rd. in eastern Jackson County. Oakland 65 0
Oceana 0

Footnote: The total state wide crane count for 2009 was Ogemaw 50

24,000 birds. Saginaw 72 103

Ron Hoffman received a masters degree in wildlife biology Sanilac 30

from Michigan State University. He taught high school biol- Schoolcraf 0 0

ogy in Stockbridge schools for 25 years. C_ oolcraft

For 30 years he volunteered as the Chairman of the Haehnle Shiawassee L0 100

Sanctuary Committee. The Phyllis Haehnle Memorial Sanctu- |9t Joseph 288 232

ary adjacent to state park land on Seymour Rd., is owned by |Washtenaw 214 227

Michigan Audubon and operated by Jackson Audubon. It is Michigan Total 19,074 17,747

one of the most important nesting an staging areas for cranes
in Michigan.
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