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Winter 2019 

Discovery Center 
 Building Hours 

Winter 2018 
 

Saturday 
10am-5pm 

Sunday 
Noon-5pm 

 
Closed Monday-Friday 
————————— 

Waterloo Recreation Area 
Trails and Grounds open  
From Dawn to Dusk Daily 

 
An $11 annual Recreation Pass-
port is required for entry in the 

Waterloo Recreation Area A self-
pay station is located at the 
upper parking lot of the Dis-
covery Center or at the Secre-
tary of State with license plate 
renewal. 

Find us online at: 
wnha.org 

Like us on Facebook @  
Friends of Waterloo Recreation Area 

Follow us on Instagram @ 
friends_of_waterloo 

Are you a Citizen Scientist? We sure hope so.  
 
Citizen Science Projects are on the rise. Everyday 
citizens can help scientists gather data for research-
ing a particular species or habitat. Volunteers do not 
have to be experts, just interested in supporting con-
servation efforts in their community.  
 
These types of projects have been going on for dec-
ades but their popularity is exploding as people find 
a concrete way to participate in the conservation of 
the places and species they love. You may have 
heard of the National Audubon Society’s Annual 
Christmas Bird Count, which just celebrated its 
119th year of collecting data. Scientist use the data 
to study populations of indicator species.  
 
There are hundreds of this type of project that volunteers can sign up for, from 
planting pollinator gardens for Monarch Butterflies, to counting salamanders and 
invertebrates in vernal ponds, there is a project to pique everyone’s interest.  
 
Please join us at the Discovery Center for our first Citizen Science project! We will 
be participating in the Great Backyard Bird Count held Saturday, February 16 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. See Page 3 for more details so you can join the fun!! 

Congratulations to Doug Jackson from 
Chelsea, MI  who submitted the win-
ning entry with his photo of a scarlet tan-
ager.  Doug’s photo will grace the cover 
the Chelsea District Library spring publi-
cation.  It will also be on display at the 
Discovery Center and will be featured on 
the WNHA website.  For more details on 
the scarlet tanager check out page 5.   

 “Year of the Bird” Photography Contest 
And the Winner is…. 
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WATERLOO NAUTRAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION 
SUNDAY PROGRAMS 

January-March 2019  

WINTER ORIENTEERING 
Sunday January 27 

2:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
Bring the family and challenge 
yourselves to an afternoon adven-
ture in the forest.  Winter is a great 
time of year for learning how to use 
a compass to find your way in the 
woods. Following the program 
there will be an optional longer 
hike to test your new skills. Suita-
ble for all ages and skill levels. 
Compasses will be provided or 
bring your own.   This program has 
limited space, so you MUST register in 
advance  at 734-475-3170.  Limited to 
35 participants.   

 
WILDLIFE OF THE 

 AMERICAS 

 
 Sunday January 20 

 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Get acquainted with a variety of 
live animals from North, Central, 
and South America and discover 
fascinating details about their 
lives in the wild. Randy Baker 
from Naturalist Endeavors will 
discuss how humans have impact-
ed these animals and the im-
portance of maintaining healthy 
habitats for them.  

 
WHAT’S FOR LUNCH? 

 
Sunday, February 10 

2:00 – 3:00 p.m.  
 

It’s eat or be eaten in the Wild 
Kingdom!  Lansing’s Potter 
Park Zoo will bring live animals 
to show some of the amazing 
strategies they have for catching 
food and how they avoid becom-
ing dinner themselves.  Learn 
about camouflage, stalking tech-
niques, and more.    

NOTES FROM THE UNDERGROUND: OUR LIVING SOILS  
Sunday, February 17 @ 2:00-3:30pm 

 
You may not realize as you walk in a forest that the soil beneath your 
feet is alive and evolving.  Forest ecologist Robert Ayotte will discuss 
the formation of our soils since the last Ice Age and how they have gen-
erated entire forest ecosystems.  Learn about the different types of soil 
in our local forests and how they are threatened by invasive species and 
climate change.  Dress for the weather, as we will take a walk to see 
examples at the end of the program.  

SECRETS OF SURVIVAL  
Sunday March 3 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

 
Join us for this entertaining and informative program as Paul McCor-
mack introduces you to a variety of live animals. Take a close-up 
look at these creatures as you learn about their specialized body parts 
that help them survive in the wild.  
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ANIMAL MAGIC  
Sunday March 24 @  2:00 –3:00 p.m.  

 
 The popular animal rescuer and magician, Mark 

Rosenthal, will entertain, educate and astound you 
with his combination of live animals and magic.  

View some of the exotic animals that he cares for in 
his sanctuary, and learn how they survive in their  

native lands around the world.  

Advance reservations are requested for all programs!  
To make reservations call the Discovery center at 734-475-3170 and leave a message with your name, phone number, 
number in your party.  An annual $11 state passport is required for entry to the Eddy Discovery Center in the Waterloo 
Recreation Area located at 17030 Bush Road .  To reach the Discovery Center from I-94 take exit 157, go north and 
follow the signs. All WNHA sponsored indoor programs are $2 per person or $5 per family.   

WNHA members are admitted Free.  
Please check our website wnha.org for additional classes that may be added! 

CRITTERS IN THE GARDEN 
 Sunday, March 31 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

 
 If your flowers or vegetables are being eaten by crit-
ters, this program is for you!  DNR wildlife educator 
Holly Vaughn will highlight some of the animals that 
are commonly considered to be pests or nuisances 
and talk about what you can do to keep them out of 
your yard or garden.  

Membership Dues are increasing in 2019 
 

For the first time in the history of WNHA, the board has decided to make a 
modest increase in membership dues.  As a courtesy, if you would like to re-
new your membership at the 2018 level, we will honor requests made through 
January 31, 2019. 
 
With free family programs, a discount from the gift shop, our association 
newsletter and annual meeting our membership remains a bargain for the fam-
ily.  Thank you for your continuing support of our mission “to support and 

augment the education and enrichment programs and services provided at the Eddy Discovery Center.”   
 

Your expiration date is printed on the address label if you are unsure of when your membership expires. 

 ___  Senior Citizen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10 
 

 ___  Individual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $15 
 

 ___  Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25 
 

 ___  Sustaining  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $50 
 

 ___  Benefactor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $100 
 

 ___  Business/Corporate Sponsor  . . . . .  $100 
         

 ___  Life Membership  . . . . . . . . . . . . .    $500 
 

 ___  Donation …………………………  $ ____ 

Save Postage!!   
Join, donate, or renew your membership online 

through our secure website!! 

www.wnha.org 

Send your renewal requests to; 

Membership Coordinator, WNHA 
c/o John Lixey 

24 Cedar Lake, Chelsea, MI  48118 



4 

Don’t Miss Out On These Fun Events  
at the Eddy Discovery Center!!!!! 

Over and Under the Snow Hike 
Saturday, February 2, 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.  

So many animals survive Michigan winters by hiding under an insulating layer of snow. 
Find out where these adaptable critters stay warm and take a hike with a naturalist to 
find these hidden homes. Cost: Free. 

OLD-TIME MAPLE SUGAR FESTIVAL 
Saturday, March 9 

 10:00 am. – 4:00 pm   
 

It’s time for that traditional rite of spring –  
tapping maple trees.   

Watch a short film about how maple syrup is made, and then 
go on a guided walk to see various methods of collecting sap 
and how it is boiled down to make syrup.  Antique equipment 
for making syrup will be on display from the Waterloo Farm 
Museum, and maple products will be available for purchase. 
Sponsored by the WNHA 

Lantern Lit Ski and Snowshoe 
 

Fridays: January 11, January 18, January 25, February 1, and 
February 8, —7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  

 
Embrace your Pure Michigan Winter with a healthy lantern lit ac-
tivity. One half mile loop lit for skiers, unless snow levels prevent 
skiing, and one half mile loop lit for walking and snowshoeing. 
There will also be a fire ring for warm up, in between laps. A few 
pairs of snowshoes available to borrow. Cost: Free. 

Great Backyard Bird Count: Citizen Science Series 
Saturday, February 16, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

 
Help us count birds around the Visitor Center and we will submit the data to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
and the Audubon Society in a worldwide count of the earth’s avian species. Currently over 180,000 check-
lists have been turned in amassing a tally of 28 million birds and 6,455 species. Join scientists in this massive 
collection of data. Cost: Free. 

These activities are sponsored by  Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Marketing and  

Outreach Division- Eddy Discovery Center.  www.michigan.gov/dnr 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr
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A Message from the Chair 

Hello everyone. 
 I hope the holiday season has found all of our membership in good health and happy spir-
its. 
 I want to take a moment to thank Carol Strahler for her service to the Waterloo Natural 
History Association (WNHA). Carol is stepping down from her board secretary position 
she has held for about the last ten years. More importantly, Carol was a founding member 
of the WNHA back in 1981 and was a driving force in keeping the association on track 
during those early years. We won't totally lose Carol as she has promised to continue vol-
unteering for our various events and we'll still see her around the Discovery Center. So 
thank you Carol for everything you have done for the WNHA and for your continued sup-
port.  
With Carol’s departure from the board we are now short a board member.  If you're interested in becoming a board 
member please contact one of us on the board.  
As you look through the newsletter you'll find our slate of winter programs put on by the WNHA and by our Discovery 
Center naturalist Katie McGlashen. I hope you can find the time to make it out to the Discovery Center this winter to 
take in a program or hike the trails around the Discovery Center. Even though Mother Nature is in hibernation she still 
has a lot to show off, and the WNHA has a lot to offer both inside and outside the Discovery Center.   
In closing, I just want to thank the general membership for your continued support of the Waterloo Natural History 
Association. Without you, we cannot do what we do here at the Discovery Center, providing environmental education 
to the general public and supporting the Gerald E. Eddy Discovery Center.  
 Thank you. 
Gregg V. Burg 
WNHA Board Chair 

“Year of the Bird” Photography Contest Winner 
 

Winter is here! The Sandhill Cranes and Canada Geese may have headed south, but a 
few birds stuck around to brighten up the day at the Eddy Discovery Center.  It was 
there that the WNHA Board judged our “Year of the Bird” photography contest and 
selected our winner - Doug Jackson from Chelsea, MI with his photo of a Scarlet 
Tanager.  Doug’s photo will grace the cover the Chelsea District Library as well as a 
feature in the Discovery Center and the WNHA website (wnha.org).   
 

The WNHA started the contest to celebrate a century of wildlife protections under 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  The act created the first protections for over 800 bird 
species, making it illegal to hunt, pursue, possess, or sell any of the species listed in 
the act, including possession of their feathers, eggs, and nests.  However, the Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act is more than a US law - it’s a treaty between the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, Japan, and Russia.  These protections ensure that migratory birds 
are protected throughout their entire range.  100 years of protecting birds, restoring 
habitat, and recovering species is why 2018 is the “Year of the Bird!” 
 

The Scarlet Tanager can be found in the oak forests of the Waterloo Recreation Area, 
though to find one you’ll need to know where to look (and a pair of binoculars!)  
They can typically be found among the leaves and branches of tall trees, where they 
seek out their diet of insects.  Your best chance of seeing one is in the spring, when 
they’ve just arrived from their winter homes in South America and the trees haven’t 
developed leaves yet.   
 

Scarlet Tanager sightings in the Waterloo Rec Area are proof positive there is still 
plenty to celebrate about the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, even 100 years after it was 
signed.  Thank you to Doug, our winner, as well as all entrants in the contest.   
 

Be sure to check our website where you can see the full size color print at 
www.wnha.org. 

 

Visit the WNHA Discovery 
Center Gift Shop this win-

ter on weekends to find out-
door related gifts and 

books!  
 

All proceeds benefit the 
Discovery Center Activi-

ties! 
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Official Newsletter of the Waterloo 
Natural History Association 

Waterloo Natural History Association 
17030 Bush Rd. 
Chelsea, MI  48118 

MEMBER’S CORNER  The Waterloo Natural History Association gratefully acknowledges the support of the following  
new members and those who have recently renewed their memberships September 2018 through December 15, 2018. 

Individual  
Michael McEvoy 
 
Family 
Eric Engel & Catherine Dyer 
Jere & Nancy Hinkle 
John & Anne Mann 
Timothy & Anne Marvin 
Carey Jones & Meg Gower 
Rick Schock 
Ralph & Barbara Powell 
Jennifer E. Puntenney 
Helena Robinovitz 
Larry Stalker 
Stacy Charlton 
Melvin & Rhonda Conley 
Jacqueline Demeuse 
Ashley Seebeerger 
Shawn Sinacola-Rodriquez 
Priscilla Spencer 
Russ Sulich 
Larry & Sarah Nooden 
 
Senior 
Janet Tarolli 

Charles & Barbara Fredette 
Valerie B. Carey 
James Eyster & Diana Newman 
Nancy Edminster 
Elizabeth Kinney 
Smilka Zdavkovsta & Dan Burns 
Lakota Grau 
Jane Randolph 
Kathleen Brown 
 
Benefactor 
Stephanie Doll 
Kathryn Heinze 
Deborah & Bruce Oakley 
Edward Comeau 
Dayle & Steve Wright 
 
Sustaining 
Carol Strahler 
Tom & Diane Zatkovich 
Kathy & Lathe Claflin 
Peter & Judy Gray 
Angela Menegay 
Bob & Emilie Polens 
Cassie Cammann 

Patrick & Margaret Hudson 
Larry & Eileen Lanning 
Jane S. Levy 
 
Patron 
Nancy Whitelaw Jan Benson 
Scott & Cheryl Johnson 
Kathy & Dave Mahoney  
  
Business 
Howdy Holmes 
 
Organizational 
Chelsea Lions Club 
 

Donations 
Melvin & Rhonda  Conley 
Nancy Edminster 
Elizabeth Kinney 
Jerry & Mary Waldyke 
 
Sue Jacobs, CPA  In Kind 
 
 
 

Life  
Bill & Mary Browning 
Shirley & Vince Burg 
Maggie O'Sullivan & Craig 
Strambam 
Jeff & LouAnn Eder 
Fisher Family 
Tom & Sharon Hodgson 
Kathryn Issel 
Tom & Sandra Jameson 
Tom & Shirley Lancaster 
Heather Lane Issel 
Peggy Liggit 
Len Niehoff 
Sue Phare 
Dave & Joanne Rowe 
Ray & Alice Steinbach 
Sally A. Stommen D.D.S. 
Jerry & Mary Waldyke 
Walter Wojtysiak 
 

Find us online at: 
wnha.org 

Like us on Facebook @  
Friends of Waterloo Recreation Area 

Follow us on Instagram @ 
friends_of_waterloo 


